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STAY AT HOME 
Our community is currently facing a challenge of huge proportions requiring us 
to respond and act in new ways to keep our community safe from the impact of 
COVID-19. All community group activities have been suspended until further notice.  

Ricardoesô products a real bottler 

Like most farming enterprises, Ricardoes Tomatoesô Anthony Sarks has found diversification essential to 
surviving the ups and downs of business on the land. Adaptability too: with fewer visitors in town, locals are 
benefiting from half-price strawberries at Blackmans Point until further notice, from 8am seven days. 

Now, and with winter arriving, consumers are looking for nourishing foods to fortify against the flu and the 
virus. Stocking the pantry has become a priority and Ricardoes has had big demand for its long shelf-life 
sweet and savoury preserves, especially pasta sauce, passata and tomato soup. A big range of Ricardoesô 
label and other brands are available in the farm shop. (Social distancing protocols in place.) Or, by mail order 
to you or isolating/quarantined friends from www.ricardoes.com. A need to put surplus crops of tomatoes 
and strawberries to good use and further support local employment prompted Ricardoes to diversify into 
preserves 10 years ago. The advantage is theyôre made from the same high-quality, nutritious, produce 
picked and packed locally, against mass-produced long-haul supermarket products.    

mailto:telepointnews@gmail.com
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Telegraph Point Community Association News 

'The views expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily the views of the TPCA.' 

     Telegraph Point      
 

Community Association 
Inc. 

 
is on Facebook 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

tpca.inc 
 

 
Telegraph Point Community Association Inc. meetings 
are suspended until further notice due to COVID-19  

 

You can still have your say on the future direction of Telegraph 
Point, by email the association: tpcamail@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To date the VP Day 75th Anniversary (15 August) project is progressing 
well; several members of the Community have offered assistance in the 
research. We are researching 142 Soldiers, Sailors and Airman from our 
district.  Their stories are very interesting, one soldiers Unit was 
shovelling snow in Syria, two months later in the Tropics of New Guinea. 
Another, son of a sleeper cutter achieved an average 82% on his fitterôs 
exams in the RAAF. 
Upon Enlisting the Community gave each a pair of socks, balaclava and 
a fountain pen other ongoing research is rationing, one pound of butter 
per adult each fortnight, if available. I had to go and weigh 1lb of butter, 
marg. 
I welcome personal stories to reflect the Community members who 
served in WW2. 
 
My contact details are:  
ken.greenwood@bigpond.com or 65850152.   
 
I feel this project is essential for future generations and their stories must 
be preserved.  

Air-Conditioning/Heating for 
the Hall 

 
Mitch Gleeson has pencilled in 

Wednesday 29th and 
Thursday 30th of this month as 
the dates to install the coin 

operated  
air-conditioning/heating 

system.   
 

Thanks to Sue for organising 
everything. 

 
Glass Jars with lids 

 
A number of local residents 
require clean glass jars with 
lids and also eggs cartons.  

 
Boxes of jars and egg cartons 
may be left at the Post Office 

for collection. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/telepointhistory/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/telepointhistory/
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In these unprecedented circumstances, because of the recommendations not to hold gatherings and to stay 
1.5 metres apart, and as there were no urgent items to discuss, it was decided to cancel the March meeting of 
the Association and conduct any urgent business via email.  
To provide a quick update: 
We are preparing to get the hall connected to the new sewerage system and have received several quotes.  
All group activities in the hall have been cancelled until further notice.  
We have some good news. We were successful in receiving a State Government grant to have air 
conditioning installed in the hall and that should happen by the end of April. The system will be coin operated 
so those groups using the hall can choose to pay for cooling or heating of the hall. This addition together, with 
the ceiling fans and whirly birds that are already installed should make for a much more comfortable 
experience in the extremes of our climate. 
Thank you for inviting me to address the meeting in support of our Telegraph Point & Surrounds Community 
Plan on behalf of the Telegraph Point Council Community Action Team known as the CCAT. 
Telegraph Point has a somewhat unique advantage over other villages in the Hastings Valley because it sits 
less than half an hourôs drive from three major towns, Port Macquarie, Wauchope and Kempsey, which 
provide families with opportunities for gaining employment within reasonable driving distances. For many 
years the Pacific Highway roared through the middle of the village, but now that the highway traffic bypasses 
us we enjoy a much safer journey on Telegraph Point Road. We have a thriving primary school with 135 
pupils, six classes, two learning and support teachers, the principal and administration staff, a day care 
centre/preschool with places for 32 children, a sports oval that hosts the Western Phoenix Football Club, a 
post office, a service station/general store, two timber mills, two mechanical workshops, a smash repairer, a 
function centre, an aqua park, a sports and recreation club and of course the local pub. Dotted around the 
village and farms are various BNBs, one of which I know has won several tourism awards. Our community is 
very diverse including many tradespeople, farmers, health workers, business people, artists and quite a lot of 
retired people. We recently experienced a bushfire crisis that brought out the best in our little community with 
fantastic support given to the firefighters, residents and other small communities that were in danger of 
running out of supplies. 
The process of developing this plan with Council has been very customer focused. Georgina and her team 
have been very supportive of the small group of Telegraph Point residents that became the CCAT. From the 
beginning she took on the task of gathering together all the enthusiastic ideas and suggestions from our 
community and forming them into this plan, but some of the more outlandish and overambitious ideas didnôt 
make it into the plan, such as a Myers store and a tidal pool in the Wilson River. 
However, we do have big ideas for our village and its surrounding areas with the valued assistance of 
Council. There is a need for increased opportunities for our children as there are very limited resources and 
the need for somewhere they can meet and engage in activities, particularly as the children, without transport, 
are isolated from the larger towns. 
We have been steadily upgrading our community hall. In the last three years we have put on a new roof, a 
new ceiling with ceiling fans and whirlybird roof vents making it a more pleasant and healthier environment, 
because we want the hall to remain the focal point of the community and to be the emergency evacuation 
centre for the area which will mean building an ablutions block with disabled access. 
Apart from the hall the outdoor areas of the village have been somewhat neglected over the years and if you 
read our plan you will see we envisage improved signage, historical information, walking tracks, bicycle 
tracks, a large undercover eating area for the beautiful Log Wharf Reserve with barbecues, an adventure 
playground, fitness equipment, and murals on the bridge pylons depicting our local Aboriginal heritage. 
We must support the businesses and facilities that do exist in our village and encourage new businesses to 
start up; at the same time we must ensure our natural environment is preserved. The health of the river, a 
secure water supply and our native animals are high on our list of priorities. 
We must also strive for safety on our winding country roads which are currently used by very heavy vehicles 
such as log trucks servicing timber mills, semi-trailers, livestock trucks and milk tankers which compete for 
space around the narrow bends with school buses, private cars and motor cycles. Added to this mix are the 
visitors to the area who are not familiar with the roads. 
Helping villages like Telegraph Point develop in a positive way can only benefit the general environment of the 
Hastings Valley and its people. We want to make Telegraph Point a destination ï a place people want to visit 
and live in and we look forward to the continued support of Council now and into the future. 
 
Our presentation was well received by Council and the plan was unanimously endorsed. 
Stay safe everyone. 
Sue Pike 

Telegraph Point Community Association Presidentôs Update 



4  

Computer Repairs  
& IT Services 

 
130 Rollands Plains Rd, Telegraph Point  

NSW 2441 

Emailscott@visualsounds.com.au  

Ph: 0423 535 696 

¶ Computer Sales and Repairs 

¶ Software installation 

¶ Basic Training 

¶ PC Checkups 

¶ Small Office / Home Office advice 

¶ Call for a quote today 

 

Scott Manning: 0423 535 696 
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Our Community  
Book Room 

 
Telegraph Point Hall 
Cooperabung Drive, 
 Telegraph Point 

 

Why not call in and 
take home a book? 

 

Opening Hours: 
 

Drop in any time you see the Hall 
is open, or pick up the key from 

the Post Office. 
 

An honour system of a gold coin 
donation is suggested to assist 

with Hall up-keep. 
 

The Hall now also accepts  
Recent issues of magazines and 

periodicals to add to its 
collection. 

 
Large print books are also very 
welcome, as are DVDs, 
children's books & games. 

 
Check out our 
Facebook 
pageé 

 
 

 
Telegraph Point and District 
History and Memories page  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
telepointhistory/ 

Book Club will go into a hiatus until the 
Coronavirus settles down. Plenty of books at the 
hall if you have some spare time to read.  

TELE POINT HAIR 

Unfortunately I have had to close the salon temporarily due to the 
corona virus pandemic, my apologies for the inconvenience. I will 
reopen as soon as it is safe to do so in the best interest of my 
loyal clients and my family. Thank you everyone for your support 
at this difficult time for us all, please stay safe and well and stay 

home. See you soon  
Many thanks  

Vicki Burrell Tele Point Hair 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/telepointhistory/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/telepointhistory/
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Dear Residents,  
Over the last month we again have sweltered through hot and humid weather with the occasional thunder 
storm bringing rain. The mosquitoes are still bad and hopefully with the cooler months ahead, they ease. 
 
The brigade has been very quiet with only a couple of call outs. Which is a nice change. 
Renee and Ed recently completed a rural fire driving course at Tuncurry. Congratulations, well done. 
 

With the restrictions on travel etc with the Corona virus at the moment its a good time to have a cleanup 
around your home and to put in place a Bush Fire Survival Plan. 
The information to assist you with this is on the NSW Rural Fire Service internet site (just google RFS). 
Booklets and further information is available at our Wauchope RFS Centre or call there on 1300643262. 
 

PERMITS NOT required 
But you still need to notify your neighbours and fire control (1300643262) 24hrs in advance of lighting.  
If you are thinking of doing some hazard reduction burns please give 24hrs notice to your neighbours and fire 
com on 1300643262. Sometimes their message bank may be full or they are out of office . If thatôs the case 
you can email firecom on midcoast.district@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
 

Member Recruitment 
There are many reasons to join the NSW RFS. You may want to protect your families, your friends, your home 
and assets, your community, and your way of life. 
 
Volunteering also offers the opportunity to learn new and valuable skills that will not only assist you in your 
voluntary role but in day to day life and even your workplace. It provides a great opportunity to meet people 
you wouldn't normally meet. 
 
The NSW RFS relies on a team of dedicated women and men who fulfil a range of important roles, both on the 
fire ground and óbehind the scenesô such as administration, communications, catering, community engagement 
and operational logistics support. No matter what your interests or experience, there's a role for nearly 
everyone. 
Becoming a volunteer with the NSW RFS is easy. To make an application, contact Telegraph Point Brigade 
Captain on 0429913787. 
 

Donations -Tax deductable. 
Just a reminder that if you wish to donate to our brigade that all donations over $2 are tax deductable and a 
receipt will be issued. 
If you wish to make a donation just give me a call or by simply dropping a few coins into the donation boxes at 
the Service Station, Riverview Tavern, Sport & Rec. Club and Ricardoes Tomatoes, if you cannot see them, 
just ask, every little bit helps. 
 

In an emergency call ñ000ò. 
Please remember "000" is for emergencies only. 

Thank you, Jim Grieve Captain.   
0429913787 
8th April 2020 
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100 years éééé     
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UPDATES FROM PORT MACQUARIE-HASTINGS COUNCIL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PMHC Community Update: Weôre here for you 
 
With the continually evolving pandemic and impacts of COVID-19 within our community, Council is working hard on your 
behalf to ensure we deliver the essential services you depend on every day. 
 
While we continue our business as usual maintenance and project delivery, we're also working on a range of measures to 
support our local economy, residents and businesses. 
 
New óCare Programsô introduced for community and business 
We know many in our community are currently doing it tough. Council is introducing a range of relief measures for both 
residents and business owners that have been impacted as a result of COVID-19. This includes a waiving or deferring 
charges for a range of items like interest charges, debt dishonour and credit card surcharge fees, fees for outdoor dining, 
and suspending rent for cafes and facilities to name a few. 
 
If you're facing financial hardship, as a result of the economic impact of COVID-19, you may be eligible for relief under 
our Hardship Policy. So please get in touch by email or phone to discuss how we may be able to assist you. 
 
To learn more about Councilôs relief measures, visit pmhc.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 
 
Accessible and open for business 
We've adapted the way we do business across a number of our operations. Continuing to deliver services is an important 
part of our local economy through not only the provision of employment, but also through the purchase of goods and 
services. 
 
Our face-to-face Customer Service Centres are currently closed, but weôve boosted our Call Centre Team who are ready 
to assist. Please call or email us with any questions. Our website is also a great resource to help you find information, 
make payments and ask questions. 
 
To find out what services and facilities are currently open and closed, visit pmhc.nsw.gov.au/whats-open 
 
Support Local PMH 
Now, more than ever, is the time to get behind our local businesses and 'Support Local'. We can all do our bit! We 
encourage you to get behind our business community to see how they may be able to continue to provide their services 
to you, while accommodating the Federal and State Governments' health and social distancing guidelines.  
 
For more information visit pmhc.nsw.gov.au/supportlocalPMH 
 
Letôs keep our community healthy and safe 
We understand that this is a big change to the way we usually live our life, however at the moment, to ensure the health 
and safety of everyone in our community - young and old, itôs vital we adhere to the Federal and State governmentsô 
health guidelines and advice.  
 
Help stop the spread of COVID-19 - practice good hygiene, adhere to social distancing guidelines and maintain a 
distance of 1.5m between each other, limit public gatherings to 2 people, and where possible, stay at home unless youôre 
going to work, school, a medical appointment, or buying essentials. 
 
Letôs keep our community healthy and safe.  
For more information visit pmhc.nsw.gov.au/stop-the-spread  
 

Stay informed, keep up to date 
Call our Customer Call Centre on 02 6581 8111 
Email us at council@pmhc.nsw.gov.au 
Visit our website at pmhc.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 

about:blank
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Subscribe to our community email newsletter  
  

Telegraph Point Village Sewer Scheme near completion 
The new Telegraph Point village sewerage scheme is now nearing completion and will be ready for connection from late 
April. 
 
Telegraph Point residents will benefit from the new pressure sewer system and the fully reticulated sewerage network 
will provide a more efficient disposal method, and importantly protect the environment and health of the local community. 
 
The project at Telegraph Point is part of the 3-village sewerage scheme (including Comboyne and Long Flat) and is a 
total investment of more than $29 million, which is being funded by Council and includes a NSW State Government 
contribution of almost $6 million under the Restart NSW Water Security for Regions program. 
 
To understand what this new sewerage scheme means for you, view the frequently asked questions about connecting, 
and how to apply for a connection, visit pmhc.nsw.gov.au/village-sewerage-schemes  

We went to the Port Macquarie regatta 
on Easter Monday and had a good day 
amongst old friends. A couple of narks 
occurred though. One was the failure 
of Maurice's engine to make good in 
the motor boat race, the other was the 
alleged uncertainty of the Blackman's 
Point ferry engine, on whose account 
some travellers were forced to wait 
unduly on the wrong side of the river. 
How ever, after all, we can't complain 
too much as the regatta was just tip-
top. Some mean skunk, in the absence 
of one of our neighbours, broke and 
entered a shod and pinched 20 pos 
sum skins that had been stored 
awaiting shipment. We hope the rotters 
will be apprehended and dealt with as 
they deserve. These skins are said to 

be worth approximately Ã1 each, so it 
was a good bag if the joke comes off 
O.K. A man gets quite a number of 
reverses when out after this nocturnal 
marsupial. Barked shins, cuts, 
scratches, etc., are all in it, as well as 
falling over logs and into gutters. And 
then to get them pinched is the limit. In 
this land of plenty of work and high 
wages there should be no bag men 
carrying ' bluey ' and begging for 
bread. But the reverse is the case, 
there being quite a number of able-
bodied men on the track, apparently 
penniless, and not ashamed to be so, 
who hum a feed from any one, even a 
widow. The Vagrancy Act should be 
brought into operation more freely to 
deal with such. The Wauchope butter 
factory se-cured a much-coveted win 
at the Royal Show, and if that quality of 
butter represented the major portion of 
the whole output of the factory for the 
period under notice we say, ' well done 
Upper Hastings.' But the quantity of 
butter mentioned in 'the award seems 

a small output for a factory the size of 
Wauchope. And touching on the 
winning of such awards brings back to 
one's mind the impression formed 
previously on this river by suppliers.ð 
that many were unnecessarily 
penalised to gain these results. By this 
I mean in getting second class cream. I 
don't say that occurred in this particular 
instance; it may or may not have. But 
sup pliers gain that impression. Mr. 
McLachlan's condition is very serious, 
and reports from Sydney Hospital, of 
which he is an inmate, say that he is 
getting weaker each day. Mrs. L. 
Shelton is home again from hospital, 
and we hope soon to see her quite 
strong again. Good crops of pumpkins 
and maize are being harvested on 
most farms. We are very pleased to 
see Mr. McCann home again. This 
gentle man recently underwent a very 
critical operation in Sydney, and we 
trust that his improvement will be 
permanent. 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
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Now that The Zombie Apocalypse is upon us, 
the small screen has become our main source of 
entertainment. Thankfully, the streaming 
services (mainly Netflix, Stan and Amazon 
Prime) are a rich resource of entertainment to 
help distract us from worrying about where our 
next roll of toilet paper is coming from. 
Apart from the third season of my favourite Guilty 
Pleasure, ñEliteò , Netflix has a terrific series 
called ñI Am Not Okay With Thisò, which I binge-
watched recently. 
ñNot Okayò is, superficially, a teen angst drama 
with a twist. The central character, Sydney 
Novak, is a teenager whose father has suicided 
recently and who is living with her waitress 
mother in a small American town, distinguished, 
as she tells us, by being the most polluted town 

in The U.S.A for three years running. 
Sydney is a bit of a misfit, both at school and socially, and she carries a load of unresolved anger as well as 
low self esteem. In other words, she is a typical teenager.  She has one friend in school, Dina, who, much to 
Sydneyôs disdain, is dating the school football hero.  
On the way home from school one day, Sydney meets a near neighbour, with who she is familiar, but not 
friendly. Stanley is, like Sydney, a misfit and again like Sydney, has a difficult relationship with his single father.  
Stanley is one of the most likeable and quirky characters Iôve seen lately. As played by Wyatt Olef, Stanley is 
gangly, gawky and socially inept. He dresses is retro op shop fashion, he is tall and uncoordinated and he 
reminds me very much of the ñbest friendsò Molly Ringwald used to have in the teen comedies of the Eighties, 
like ñPretty in Pinkò and ñSixteen Candlesò. 
In fact, ñNot Okayò is clearly influenced by the John Hughes teen films of the Eighties. 
Sydney and Stanley strike up a sort of friendship, which compensates a little for Dinaôs ñgoing steadyò with the 
jock Brad. 
Seems like a pretty standard teen comedy/drama, but thereôs a twist. Sydney is subject to bouts of anger and 
these are accompanied by what looks like a burgeoning telekinesis. That is, the ability to move objects with her 
thoughts. If youôve ever seen the Seventies film ñCarrieò, youôll be familiar with this trope. Like Carrie, Sydney is 
initially unaware of this ability and shocked and disturbed when it starts to manifest itself. She confides in 
Stanley and he is fascinated. 
Thatôs about as much plot as you need to know. Except, of course, that the story unfolds in flashback, and 
when we first see Sydney she is running down the 
deserted main street of the town covered in blood. 
How she came to be in this situation is for you to 
find out. 
ñI Am Not Okay With Thisò is beautifully written and 
structured. The acting, especially by the three main 
leads, Sophie Lillis as Sydney, Wyatt Olef as 
Stanley and Sophia Bryant as best friend Dina, is 
wonderful, and there is a lovely and poignant 
performance by Kathleen Rose Perkins as 
Sydneyôs exhausted, worrying mother Maggie. 
The last episode centres around the end of year 
school prom, that fundamental ritual of American 
schools, and is, I have to say, mind-blowing. How? 
Iôll let you find out. But there are the makings of a 
second series, and I, for one, can hardly wait to 
meet these characters again. 
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6581 0888  
37 Uralla Rd Port Macquarie 


