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Well what a year it has been, to everyone in the community thank you. What a remarkably 
resilient community we have. To those of you who are still not in your homes and are stilling 
working tirelessly to rebuild, our thoughts are with you as we approach the close of a year 

that we would not like to see again.  

To those that have continued to support the community who are still in need, thank you so 
much for offer of support and assistance. 

We would like to specially thank our advertisers and regular hall users, when it has been 
available.  Without your continued support, and that of others, especially during this 

extremely difficult year we would be unable to maintain our hall, as we have been unable to 
conduct any special events. 

We would also like to that those in the community that help at the hall to kept it mowed, 
cleaned and organised - Josie McKinnon, Ian (Goo) Rutledge, Mick Harris and the craft 

ladies.  

We are hoping that next year will allow us to hold a special event for the community, we 
would be open to any suggestion on what type of events you would like to see next year at 
the hall. Please email us on tpcamail@gmail.com with any suggestion you may have on how 

we can come together once again as a community.  

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.telegraphpoint.com.au
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Telegraph Point Community Association News 

Telegraph Point Community News is the newsletter of the Telegraph Point Community Association Incorporated.  
The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and submitters and are not necessarily those of the TPCA Inc. or its 

members. Your contributions are welcome. Please send submissions to the editor, telepointnews@gmail.com  
We prefer unformatted Word documents with any photos as separate files.  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

Hello Telepointers 
 
The Local Government Elections took place on Saturday 4 December 2021 in the hall and all went 
well. I spent a few hours on the front verandah selling the Rotary Lottery calendars and had the 
opportunity to say hello and have a chat with lots of people I havenôt seen for a while. These 
beautiful calendars are still for sale at the Post Office until Tuesday 21 December, so if you havenôt 
already bought one please do so as $10 of every sale made by us comes to the community 
association for upkeep of the hall and you never know you may win a prize. 
 
The March floods continue to impact our community but those who were affected so horribly are not 
forgotten. The group comprising St Agnes Catholic Parish, Sunrise Rotary and Lifeline did their first 
walkabout on 20 November to touch base with people affected by the floods in March and they were 
able to make contact with 29 households and out of that number 14 people requested further support 
from them. 
Port Macquarie Sunrise Rotary is organising a barefoot bowls night at Eastport Bowling Club for 
early in 2022 with all the benefits to come to Telegraph Point. Tele Point residents who want to take 
part in this fun event will be given discounted entry fees. At this stage I cannot confirm the date, but 
watch out for notification on FaceBook and letôs have some fun. 
The Australian Womenôs Weekly is doing a story on our amazing Telegraph Point Community and 
how we all get together to help each other in times of trouble such as the bush fires of 2019 and the 
floods of 2021. Susan, their journalist visited and met with various people at the Telegraph Point 
Sports & Recreation Club to record their stories. She was also escorted by Pam McArdle to various 
properties to talk residents about what had happened to them during the floods.  The story should 
appear in late February 2022. 
 
I am happy to announce that we have been successful in being awarded a grant from the NSW 
Government Stronger Country Communities Fund to construct an accessible amenities block at the 
hall which will mean that everyone will have equal access to events at the hall and, should the 
occasion arise that we need to evacuate our homes in times of emergency, everyone will have a 
safe place to go with wheelchair accessible showers and toilets, in addition to the various upgrades 
we are making to the hall at present. 
I wish you a very happy Christmas and New Year. Stay safe everyone and letôs hope 2022 sees us 
living more ónormalô lives. 
 
Sue Pike 
President 

Please consider joining the Telegraph Point Community Association  
Come along to our meetings and take part in local community activities 

 
NEXT MEETING (AGM has been delayed till Feb 2022) 
25 January 2022 at the hall COVID permitting AND via  

Zoom contact us if you would like an invite 

 
Come and have your say on the future direction of Telegraph Point, or by emailing the association: 

tpcamail@gmail.com 

mailto:telepointnews@gmail.com
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100 years ago é.. 
 
Telegraph Point. [From our Correspondent.] 

The same old order of things still prevails with regard to the registration 
of dairies. Dairymen should make a note of this fact and get their regis-
tration forms, in early. We note the price paid for dairy stock at Kyogle as 
mentioned in last week's issue. I might say that I saw very choice dairy 
heifers, close to their work, in hundreds, offering at the Lismore sale-
yards and Ã4 odd was the best they could get. The same class of heifer would readily have brought Ã20 a 
year ago. But things have changed and the man on the land, who was penalised in March last, has to grin 
and bear his lot when prices tall, and floods and drought play havoc with his affairs. Someday perhaps we 
will get a saner Government and things will even up a bit. Today beef is selling in Sydney as low as one far-
thing per lb. wholesale, yet retail prices both in the city and country are 2400 per cent, above this price. Can 
anyone tell me if this is a dinkum go for either the producer or consumer. Beeby is watching the profiteer too. 
Even we country dwellers were pleased to see the capsize of the so-called Sydney Town Hall gang. Of 
course, we only judge these things by newspaper reports and court proceedings, etc. But all the same it 
looks like ' the writing on the wall ' for Dooley & Co. at the next elections What might have been a serious 
accident occurred on Sunday afternoon last. Whilst Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Rowsell were out driving with three 
little children in a sulky the horse fell and the whole of the occupants were precipitated violently to the road-
way. Fortunately, no one was seriously hurt, but all received a severe shaking and bruises. Mr. H. Bailey is 
suffering a recovery after a fall from his gee gee. The nag unshipped Herb., and in the fall he sustained a 
broken collarbone. Master A. Farrowell was taken to hospital in Kempsey and was immediately operated up-
on for appendicitis. We hope that he will have a speedy recovery. Bush fires are raging everywhere, the dry-
ness of the grass and rubbish enabling them to burn night and day. If ever we wanted six inches of rain it is 
now. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736117 

Hack's Ferry. 

Mb. J. J. Fitzgerald, M.L.A., has received the following communication from the Public Works Department: ð 
'Dear Sir, ð With reference to your representations in relation to a communication dated 2nd September last 
from Mr. A. Cameron, District Secretary, Central Rivers District Council of the Primary Producers' Union, 
Wingham, in which it is urged that a ferry punt be established at Hack's Ferry, in the neighbourhood of Tele-
graph Point, I desire to inform you that the proposal to establish a ferry at this place has already been care-
fully considered, and it has been decided that the circumstances do not justify any action by the Department, 
the matter being entirely one for the local Council.' 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736059 

 Cultural acknowledgment 

Some material may contain terms that reflect authors' views, or those of the period in which the item was written but 
may not be considered appropriate today. While the information may not reflect current understanding, it is provided 

in an historical context. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736117
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736059
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Dear Residents,  
 
The Brigade has had a fairly quiet month with only 3 incidents recorded they were a structure fire, motor 
vehicle  accident (MVA) and a large oil spill to the North. We have certainly had more than our fair share 
of rain. As a result bushfires are not a problem rather the possibility of flood. On behalf of the Brigade I 
would like to wish everyone a safe and funfilled Christmas. Looking forward to a more positive year 
ahead. 
 
If you want a fire permit and live within the 60km zone you will need to contact Council and fees may 
apply. We are not allowed to issue permits in that area. All other permits contact 6585 0103 and leave a 
message a Permit Officer will get back to you when next available. 5 of the 6 Permit Officers work 
fulltime at their other jobs so allow a few days when requesting a permit. 
 
When you get a permit you must notify RFS online at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify or if you don't have 
internet access, call the fire control centre 1300 643 262 (1300 MID COAST) and your neighbours at 
least 24 hours in advance of commencing the burn. Fines may apply if process not followed. 
 

Member Recruitment 
There are many reasons to join the NSW RFS. You may want to protect your families, your friends, your 
home and assets, your community, and your way of life. 
Volunteering also offers the opportunity to learn new and valuable skills that will not only assist you in 
your voluntary role but in day to day life and even your workplace. It provides a great opportunity to 
meet people you wouldn't normally meet. 
The NSW RFS relies on a team of dedicated women and men who fulfil a range of important roles, both 
on the fire ground and óbehind the scenesô such as administration, communications, catering, community 
engagement and operational logistics support. No matter what your interests or experience, there's a 
role for nearly everyone. 
Becoming a volunteer with the NSW RFS is easy. To make an application leave a message on 
65850103 . Online applications are now available. We are not meeting regularly at the moment due to 
Covid. 

Donations - Tax deductable 

Just a reminder that if you wish to donate to our brigade that all donations over $2 are tax deductable 

and a receipt will be issued. 

 If you wish to make a donation just give me a call or by simply dropping a few coins into the donation 

boxes at the Service Station, Riverview Tavern, Sport & Rec. Club and Ricardoes Tomatoes, if you 

cannot see them, just ask, every little bit helps. 

In an emergency call ñ000ò 

Please remember "000" is for emergencies only. 

 

Thank you,  
Dianne Grieve Secretary.   
0428 850 378 
 

https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
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Sports at Telegraph Point. [From our correspondent.] 

The sports held at Telegraph Point on Saturday last by our cricketers, was a great success, both 
socially and financially. About 250 persons were present. Luncheon, ice-cream, and cordial stalls 
were organised and run by the wives and lady friends of the cricketers. These ladies know how to 
organise such affairs and deserve special praise for the efficient manner in which they executed their 
individual services. Mr. W. Mooney catered for the wants of the thirsty who were unable to keep 
cordials down. The committee expect to clear. over Ã20. A dance was held at night, when 30 couples 
tripped the light fantastic to the splendid music of Mrs. Axel. Chelman and Messrs. Adolph Chelman 
and Jim Sonter. The cricketers desire to thank the ladies who assisted so efficiently with the stalls, 
and also the musicians. During the evening three guessing competitions were won by the following 
gents: ð Cricket bat, won by J. Stewart; Ã1 (donated by W. Mooney), won by D. Skimmings; large 
choco late block (donated by Mrs. Axel Chelman), won by J. McLaren. The club will now be clear of 
debt, and it is the intention of the club to improve the ground. All the races were closely contested, 
and some good neddies were in evidence. Following is an account of the races, etc.: ð First race (a 
bridle prize), won by E. Gleeson; second race (a bridal prize), won by J. Stewart; third race (a bridal 
prize), won by ð Woodward; flag. race (10 competitors), won by B. Rowsell ; novice handicap, S. 
Elford's Hatch Lassie 1, O'Neill's C.B. 2, five starters; fourth bridle, won by W. Ragan ; stepping 
competition, 100yds, won by C. Farrowell ; throwing at wicket (prize handsome pipe donated by Mr. 
W. Neill), 49 entries, won by R. Gamack ; novelty hack race, D. O'Neill's Flannigan 1, R Cutler's 
Bonny 2, eight starters ; cricketers' handicap, Hursley Girl, Hatch Lassie, Wait-a-while, Jack Pot, and 
Tingle started. This was the race of the day, and the judge could not separate Hursley Girl, Jack Pot, 
and Wait a while. In the run-off Hursley Girl won easily, with Jack Pot second. Should there be any 
irregularities in the above report, I trust that I will be pardoned, as a person would need to be more 
than an ordinary human being to get all details accurate. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736106 
 
 
Telegraph Point. [From our Correspondent.] 
During his visit to this district, Mr. H. Stewart, of Queensland, is 
reported to have discovered Queensland cattle tick in this district. 
This gentleman should be an authority on the subject, being as he 
is, right amongst the pest. This scribe has no intention of creating 

a scare, but knowing what a curse these ticks are, thinks the matter should be closely looked into by 
the Pastures Protection Board without the slightest delay. How these ticks came to be introduced is a 
mystery, and perhaps Mr. Stewart was mis taken. We hope so, at any rate. He informed his nephew, 
Mr. C. M. Stewart, of the discovery, and said that there, was no mistake about them being the much-
dreaded Queensland cattle-tick. Whether this statement is correct or otherwise, it behoves the 
Pastures Protection Board to act, and that quickly, and endeavour to find out whether Mr. Stewart was 
mis taken, or whether these ticks have really made an appearance in the district. Much sickness is 
prevalent in this centre just now. Many are suffering from colds or 'flu. Mrs. C. M. Stew art was taken 
seriously ill during last week, and at present is in hospital in Port. She is still far from well, but we hope 
soon to see her about again. ' Weight must tell,' it always does. The good old hoss did his best, but 
the weight those unfair handicappers made him carry was too much for him. He was ridden right out 
and took his punishment like a good 'un always does. On the last lap he looked all over a winner, but 
he could not win, he had no chance at the finish. Even the judge was against him. It's no good, we will 

have to get new officials. He is a well-known equine, too, 
his name is ' Hack's Ferry.' 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112737814 
 
Sports at Telegraph Point. 
A big day's sport will be held at Telegraph Point on 
Saturday, December 31st, in aid of the Catholic Church 
Building Fund. There will be a number of horse races and 

other commencing at 11 a.m. Programme appears in this issue. 
 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112736106
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112737814
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é.. 100 years ago continued 

  

Telegraph Point. 

[From Our Correspondent.] 

Although we had a couple of very nice showers during last week, we 
are still very much in need of a good downpour of rain. The Catholic 
sports, which are to be held on the 31st, promise to be a good day's 
sport for lovers of the thorough-bred equine, etc. 

Harold Hyde had what I reckon a painful mishap on Friday last. He was engaged cutting scrub or 
undergrowth in the vicinity of Cooperabung Creek, when the accident happened. He had just sharpened 
the hook and started to work, when his foot caught in a vine, throwing him down. In the fall his small finger 
on the left hand came in contact with the sharp hook, and as a result Harold has one finger missing from 
the hand in question. First aid was rendered locally, and Dr. Sproule did the rest. The patient is doing well. 
Mrs. C. Stewart is reported to be progressing favourably and will return home this week. A fair amount of 
'flu seems to be prevalent just now. I am in receipt of the names of those scholars who came first in the 
December quarterly exam, at our local school. The results are as follows: ð First-class, Cora Noakes; 
second-class, James Woodlands; third-class, Kathleen Rolleston ; fourth class, Cyril Taylor; fifth-class, 
William Sinclair ; sixth-class, Myrtle Fry ; seventh class, Arthur Bones. Also, in the generously donated 
School of Arts scholarship which entitles the winner to the free use of its library for three months, Arthur 
Bones was the successful competitor. Mr. Taylor, the head-teacher, works for results, and be gets them. 
We hope to see some of them catch the Intermediate C. There seems to be no dearth of politicians 
offering for Oxley. Electors should soon have the opportunity of saying if Mother McGirr will be allowed to 
pauperise young Australians or not. It strikes me that any man in health and strength who is not prepared 
to support and keep his own children does not deserve to be called father by them. And I know plenty of 
honorable workers who would scorn State charity, yet McGirr wants to force the majority of children to 
become coddled chicks. If he is trying to buy votes it is playing a low-down, dirty game. His intentions may 
be good, but the principle is rotten to the core. Charity is needed in hundreds of cases, we know, and 
nobody would say the deserving nay. But while men are in employment enjoying the basic wage this six 
bob a week charity is not needed. Let the people help themselves a bit as we have to do in the country. 
Economy is the only cure, and this will supply the means to buy the extras, milk, etc. Eleven million sterling 
are spent in booze in N.S.W. each year ð this would buy a quart or two of milk, I think, and a little extra 
comfort too. Australians used to be an independent race once, but each Government is making the pace, 
vote buying or something, and causing us to become a spoon-fed nation of loafers. There has got to be a 
scaling down of prices and wages to a level of the prices of primary products. We cannot go on under 
present conditions, and our manufacturers cannot export. This means closing down works, and 
consequently unemployment. The cost of pro duction must harmonise with the selling price of the 
products, and not even Russia can show how to do it on the Socialistic system. Lenin failed and admits his 
failure. So must the mad mullah business of the Dooley Government, combined with the Beeby price-
fixing, etc. Unless the people on the land can make decent money, the cities and towns must starve. This 
fact is, or should be, potent to every person possessing any brains at all. We hope at the next election that 
every elector will cast his or her votes for the candidates advocating stringent reforms. And now to you, Mr. 
Editor, and the staff, the compliments of the season. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112734696 

Legal Visits. 

In order to suit the convenience of his clients in the Telegraph Point and Beech wood districts, Mr, A. C. 
Elliot, solicitor, has arranged to visit those centres on the second and fourth Tuesday in each, month, 
commencing 10th January next,, when he may be consulted at the following places : ð Telegraph Point, 
W. Mooney's Riverview Hotel, 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. ; Beechwood, M. J. O'Leary's Beechwood Hotel, 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112734701 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112734696
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/112734701
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Telegraph Point Public School 

 

 

Following the floods early this year in March, our school has commenced the rebuild process. 

Staff, students and the school community are looking forward to the rebuild being completed.  

2022 Kindergarten  

Enrolments 

We are accepting enrolments for Kindergarten in 
2022. If you know of any families in our enrolment 
area with a school-aged child in 2022, please for-
ward this information on. Enrolments may be 
done on-line by going to the Telegraph Point Pub-
lic School website Home - Telegraph Point Public 
School (nsw.gov.au), then click on the enrolment 
tab.  
 

K/1C Class Report 
K/1C have been learning to play the glocken-
spiel in music lessons. Here are some of their 
responses to this fun learning experience: 
I think itôs really, really fun because there 
are lots of different notes and sounds. 

Vivienne 

I think playing the glockenspiel is fun be-
cause I like the sounds. Lainey 

I like learning new songs on the glocken-
spiel. It is really interesting. Zoe  

 
 

https://telegrappt-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://telegrappt-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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wƻƭƭŀƴŘǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ¦ǇǇŜǊ           
tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Stem Competition: Congratulations to our team the Delivery Dudes, who did an amazing job presenting 

their innovation project. Considering this was their first attempt at the competition it was an outstanding effort. 

Thank you to Mr Reynolds and Mrs Fuller for your expertise and guidance. 

 Dear families,  

Last week I was successful in gaining the position of Principal at Frederickton Public School. I joined Rollands 

Plains in 2007 and have had the privilege of being part of many studentôs educational journeys through 

Rollands Plains Upper Public School. I have always felt like part of the community, and I thank our school and 

local families for that. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at RPUPS and I would like to wish the students and 

their families all the very best for the future. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas 

Tree.    Leanne Parker   

Year Six Graduation: Congratulations to our Year Six Students, Saxon, Tayla, Callum and Georgia. We 

wish them all the very best as they move onto high school, we are certainly going to miss them. 

 

Kindergarten Transition:  

Our transition students have been 
enjoying spending Thursdays with 
us, getting ready for Kindergarten 
next year. Bella & Bonnie proudly 
show one of their art activities they 
have completed.  
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SCREEN TIME 

 
Iôve been wearing black lately in honour of the death of one of my heroes. Okay, well, I wore a black T-shirt 
the day I heard the news, but I was hardly going to dress up in a black suit to wear around the house, was I? 
Stephen Sondheim was ninety-one when he died recently in New York. He may not be a familiar name but to 
me he was one of the undisputed geniuses of the Twentieth Century. Yes, I do know it is in fact the Twenty-
First Century, but Sondheimôs works were created from the Nineteen Fifties to the Nineties, so he really is a 
Twentieth Century figure.  
 
If you are still scratching your head wondering who the hell this Sondheim bloke was, he was a composer and 
lyricist of Broadway musicals. Not just any Broadway musical, but arguably the most diverse and interesting 
pieces of musical theatre ever written.  
 
Sondheim wrote lyrics (but not the music) for two great Fifties musicals: ñWest Side Storyò and ñGypsyò. From 
the beginning of the Sixties, he wrote both the music and the lyrics and that was when he really came into his 
own. He chose subjects which hardly seemed appropriate to musical theatre; With ñPacific Overturesò, for ex-
ample, its subject was the opening up of Imperial Japan in the 1860ôs. In ñAssassinsò he created a show about 
the various characters who had attempted to assassinate American presidents. Its underlying theme was gun 
control and Americaôs obsession with the ñright to bear armsò.  
 
Because his works were so theatrical, only a few were made into films. His first show as composer-lyricist, ñA 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forumò was made into a charming film in the early Sixties and 
starred Zero Mostel, a very young Michael Crawford, and my favourite silent movie star, the great Buster Kea-
ton. 
 
There is a film version of his gorgeous musical ñA Little Night Musicò made in the Seventies, but the less said 
about that the better. It starred Elizabeth Taylor in the lead role. Bet you didnôt know Liz could sing, did you? 
Spoiler alert: she canôt. She has the vocal range of Pierce Brosnan in ñMamma Miaò.  
 
ñSweeney Todd: the Demon Barber of Fleet Streetò was written in 1979, but only filmed in 2007. Based on a 
Victorian gothic thriller, ñSweeneyò tells the tale of Benjamin Barker, respected barber in Victorian London who 
is framed for a crime, sent to Botany Bay and returns to London as Sweeney Todd, determined to avenge 
those who conspired against him. He sets up a new barber shop in, of course, Fleet Street, above a pie shop 
run by the widow Mrs. Lovett. Mrs. Lovett knew Benjamin Barker and has had an unrequited crush on him for 
years. I donôt think itôs any spoiler to tell you that Sweeneyôs plan is to get his enemies into his barber chair 
and slit their throats. This is a boon for Mrs. Lovett, as the price of meat has been skyrocketing and Sweeney 
upstairs can provide a reliable source of fresh meat. Yes, ñSweeney Toddò is a musical about throat-slitting 
and cannibalism. Not exactly ñThe King and Iò.  
 
Tim Burton directed the film version of ñSweeneyò and he is the perfect director for this work. Johnny Depp 
plays Sweeney and Helena Bonham Carter plays Mrs. Lovett. While neither is a spectacular singer, they give 
terrific performances. One of the 
highlights is the song, ñA Little 
Priestò where Sweeney and Mrs. 
Lovett are imagining what the 
various pie fillings would taste 
like; ñA politician so oily heôs 
served on a doilyò and 
ñshepherdôs pie with actual shep-
herd sprinkled on topò. Under-
neath all this is the theme of the 
the devaluing of human life by 
the Industrial revolution. 
It may not be the most child-
friendly musical, but ñSweeney 
Toddò is a deliciously black film 
and worth looking out for. 
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Sondheim wrote ñInto the Woodsò in the late 1980ôs. It is, on the surface, a story which intertwines several fairy 
tales such as Cinderella, Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk. How these characters interact and cross 
paths is the basis of the plot. Then in the second half of the film, they are threatened when a giantess (the wid-
ow of the giant Jack killed up the beanstalk) comes down looking for revenge. The tale turns darker here, and 
the surviving characters must resolve their differences and form new families in order to defend themselves for 
this threat. Sondheim wrote ñInto the Woodsò as a metaphor about AIDS, and the need for communities to co-
operate in order to survive.  
 
The film version of ñInto the Woodsò was made in 2014 and it is also a lovely piece of work. There is a wonder-
ful performance by Meryl Street as The Witch, and unlike poor Liz Taylor, Meryl really can sing. Likewise Emily 
Blunt, whose performance in this led to her casting as 
Mary Poppins in ñMary Poppins Returnsò.  
 
What I should point out is that although these two 
shows/films sound a bit bleak, they are also very funny, 
in a black-humoured way. 
 
If your idea of a musical is ñMamma Miaò (and nothing 
wrong with that; it was a fun show) have a look at these 
films. Who knows, you may get a taste and want to hear 
more. If so, let me know. I have every Sondheim show 
on CD. Yes, I admit it, Iôm a sondheimaniac (I was going 
to say ñSondheimiteò until I said it out loud). 
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Computer  

Repairs  

& IT Services 

§ Computer Sales and 

Repairs 

§ Software installation 

§ Basic Training 

§ PC Checkups 

§ Small Office / Home Office advice 

§ Call for a quote today 
 

Scott Manning: 0423 535 696  

ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘǇƻƛƴǘŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
130 Rollands Plains Rd, Telegraph Point. 

mailto:telegraphpointcomputers@gmail.com
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2022 

 

 

Well a bit of good news, you can all have a 
sleep in on Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday 

the 6
th
 of March.   

We were unable to secure funding for Traffic 
Control, which is a major requirement under 

the Terms and Conditions of entry.   

But we must thank Council for employing Men 
At Work for cleaning up Telegraph Point 
Roadééé the gateway to our Community.  
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My Honey Bee Journey 
 
Over the past couple of months, I have seen several posts on Facebook from 
people requesting someone to help with a swarm of bees that have turned up 
at the properties. We are very fortunate that we have many beekeepers in our 
area that are willing to come and help the community out. I know of 4 people 
who have done just that, I however am not one as I have not had a great suc-
cess rate myself at home.  
I am only new to beekeeping, and I am so thankful to Janine, for taking me on this journey.  Although it 
has been a bumpy ride.  My first hive unfortunately did not stay, although that first couple of weeks we 
had nothing but storms, with very high winds for days on end in 2020 with large branches and trees down. 
I mean my neighbour Tony built a beautiful paved area for me to place the hive on, I thought I had the 
right location but at that time it was just not meant to bee.  
But the strangest thing happened the fortnight before I was due to pick my new hive up, a swarm landed 
low down on tree at my front gate. My husband excitedly came up to the house and off we went with the 
old hive box.  But being so anxious as it was my first time retrieving a swarm, and I really wanted them to 
stay, I called my trusted beekeeper friend Janine and she offered me a sticky frame (a frame where the 
honey has already been extracted) to entice them to stay.  60 minute round trip later, I was excited to see 
that they were still on the tree. I scooped those precious bees up and placed them in the box, with the 
sticky frame. I like to think these bees were generations removed from my original bees that decided to 
come back. To our relief they stayed, and the following fortnight I picked up the bees that I had already or-
dered.  
Since then with the help of Jenny (who supplied a temp swarm box) and Bob for his early morning trip on 
another occasion with a spare box, but I have not been successful in catching another swarm.  
 
So why do bees swarm?  There are several reasons.    
 
Bee numbers will increase and they will need a new home, or a queen will age and they need to refresh 
genetics. Sometimes however they may just be looking for better conditions.  Bees are so resilient, they 
will know when a new queen is required and will create new queen cell/s, this cell is larger than the nor-
mal brood (capped cells with baby bees waiting to emerge) and shaped like a peanut and are vertical in-
stead of horizontal, normally towards the bottom of the frame.  See image below.    
 
Once the new queen cell/s are created the Old Queen or Original Queen, will prepare to leave the hive 
with 50% of the colony, as much honey as they can practically carry, and a few drones (male bees).  They 
will then leave and settle somewhere nearby, to scout for a new home.   

 
This could be a tree, a letterbox or a clothes lines hoist, 
hopefully not too high up if you want to catch them.  
 
They will normally not be aggressive at this stage as 
they are tired and full of honey.                                                 
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é..Bees continued 
 
In the original hive the new queen cells are emerging who will now fight it out for the Queen Bee po-
sition. The victorious Queen bee will then set off to mate with as many drones as she can.  She will 
store the bee sperm in a special organ in her abdomen this will mix up the genetics of the hive, and 
will last for the rest of her life.  Incredible.  
 
I will continue on my journey, and I love just sitting near them and watching them. Oh and yes I have 
extracted some honey from the hives, and will hopefully one day soon, split one of the hives, to 
avoid swarming.  
 
For all of the beekeepers out there, either honey bee or native bee, I would love to hear your story 
and your beekeeping journey. Email me on Telelpointnews@gmail.com, would love to put another 
article together in the future. Till then enjoy your harvest and continue to be amazed.  

 
Note: A strong hive will have approx. 30,000 to 50,000 bees. In the course of her lifetime a worker 
bee will produce 1/3 of a teaspoon of honey. Workers (female bees) live from 6 weeks to a few 
months. A queen bee can live 2-3 years.  
 
Please bee mindful of harmful poisons and the  
impact on the bee population and our environment.  
 
Image - Queen bee surrounded by worker bees 
(female bees)  
 
 
 
Gaylene 
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