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Telegraph Point Community Association News 

Presidentôs Report December 2023 
 
Hello Telepointers, 
 
Welcome to 2024.  
 
Hope everyone had a fantastic Christmas and New year with lots of  family time, good food and fun.   
Hope everyone was able to see and enjoy the Fireworks put on by  Telegraph Point Sport Club, 
music supplied by Gary King.  Pretty impressive for a little town. Well done. 
 
Well just a reminder that the usually activities are back in swing at the Community Hall. If you havenôt 
investigated any of these activities have a look at the Calendar in this news letter and investigate. 
You will be amazed by the quality of activity that is carried out in the Hall.  
 
Reminder that Telegraph Point Community Association meetings recommence this month on the 3

rd
 

Tuesday of each month - 23/1/24 at 6pm being first meeting. All welcome. 
 
Interested community members who have ideas and want to be involved in improvements to our 
community we would love to see you.  
 
Hope everyone is taking note of Covid increase in Australia. Be safe. Hand washing and mask use 
where necessary.  
 
Hope everyone enjoys the remainder 
of the school/ Christmas break.  
 
A couple of images from the 
Christmas Carols, thanks to all that 
attended and to Ken for organising, 
we all had a great time.  
 
 
Have fun. Stay safe. Enjoy. 
 
Robyn 
 
 
 
       

Please consider joining the Telegraph Point Community Association  
Come along to our meetings and take part in local community activities 

 
23 January 2024 at 6PM - General Meeting  

 
Come and have your say on the future direction of Telegraph Point, or by emailing the association: 

tpcamail@gmail.com 
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Rollands Plains Upper          
Public School 

 
 
  

Farewell and Congratulations  to our Year 6 

boys, Lucas, Beren, Luca, Flynn, Levi and Brandon. 
These boys have been with us for the seven years of 
their Primary schooling. We will certainly miss them 
and wish them well for their High School years and 
beyond. 
 

End of Year Awards:  Congratulations to all our 

award winners, Most Improved, Infant Cohan; Primary 
Amelia. Sports person, Infant Sandy; Primary Luca. 
Infant Citizenship, Bonnie; Primary  Nehemiah. Over-
all Sportsmanship award Beren. McKinnon Trophy for 
upholding our school values of caring and sharing 
Bella. Attendance Award, Cohan and Victoria 
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SCREEN TIME 

 
 

The problem with this damned humidity is that it makes me want to stay indoors, which is perfect 
for viewing, but then it makes me fuzzy and unfocussed, so that Iôll sit down to watch a movie or 
TV show and find myself still sitting there two hours and three hundred funny cat YouTube videos 
later, still trying to decide what to watch. 
 
I did catch a terrific movie on Netflix though. ñLeave the World Behindò is a clever thriller with a 
sort of Hitchcock/Apocalyptic feel. It begins with a middle class New York couple, played by 
Ethan Hawke and Julia Roberts taking their two teenage kids for a weekend away. They rent a 
large house in the country, not too far from the beach, and settle in. Returning from the beach the 
next morning, after a disturbing and interrupted beach session, they find the phone signal has 
gone down, as have the TV and the internet. After several more disturbing incidents, the next 
night they are startled by a knock at the door. It is a Black man, dressed in tuxedo and his teen-
age daughter, who claim to be the owners of the house and who need somewhere to stay away 
from New York. 
 
This creates a tension between the sympathetic 
Ethan Hawke character and the more suspicious 
Julia Roberts. There is a certain amount of racial 
tension underlying the situation, which is ironic, 
as the house owner drives a very expensive 
Bentley, and is clearly a very rich man. More dis-
turbing signs of societal breakdown occur and 
the relationship between the four adults and the 
teens becomes more complex. To reveal any 
more would be cheating, but suffice to say, the tension builds and the characters become more 
desperate. There is a terrific cameo by Kevin Bacon towards the end. 
 
The performances are excellent. Julia Roberts plays the rational but suspicious mother whose 
attitude towards the ñvisitorsò softens as her incomprehension of what is happening on the na-
tional scale increases. Ethan Hawke plays the more empathetic husband whose desperation 
gradually increases. There is a distressing scene in which he encounters a Spanish-speaking 
woman who is in a desperate state and who he cannot understand. Hawke plays it brilliantly. 
The third adult part is the great Mahershala Ali as the house owner. What a wonderful actor he is. 
Two Oscars later, he still manages to surprise with the depth and variety of his performances. 
All in all, ñLeave the World Behindò is an intriguing and satisfying thriller, produced, interestingly 
enough, by Barack and Michelle Obama. Definitely worth watching. 
 
The second season of ñThe Gilded Ageò on Amazon Prime/Paramount + has begun and itôs just 
what Iôd expected and wanted; fifty rich people in the 1880ôs arguing over social status. All in 
beautiful clothes and houses. Written by Julian Fellowes, who wrote ñDownton Abbeyò, with The 
great Christine Baranski playing what would be a Maggie Smith part if it were British. Itôs a lot of 
fun. 
 
Also, ñKillers of the Flower Moonò, Martin Scorceseôs brilliant film about the exploitation of the 
Osage native Americans in the early 20th century is on Apple + TV and features the expected 
excellent performances by Leonardo di Caprio and Robert de Niro, but a superb central 
performance by a native American actress, Lily Gladstone who is going to be a major Oscar 
contender this year. 
 
If none of this is of interest, donôt forget that YouTube has an endless supply of funny cat videos. 
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In last month a diversity of warm to extreme heat followed by now some rain. Seeing 
foliage growth and active lawn growth. 
 
Seasonal shifts are being noticed. In flower beauti-
fully at the moment colourful crepe Myrtle trees. 
 
So many beautiful shades of flowers and diversity in 
modern foliage colours. Bougainville peaking the 
lovely bracts brightness in the garden pot or hanging 
basket. 
 
Joyful point at this time of the year is the species of 
orchid that blooms with its lovely scent. 
 

 
 
 
Stanhopea Nigravialocea variety I have with unique 
habit of flowering under sides of a basket . 
 
Traditional planted in a bark lined wire basket with an 
open orchid mix as they are an amazing species that 
flower underneath the basket . Few varieties in cream 
and burgundy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The amazing Bat Plants flowering again at this 
time of the year. 
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 Cultural acknowledgment 

Some material may contain terms that reflect authors' views, or those of the period in which the item was written but 
may not be considered appropriate today. While the information may not reflect current understanding, it is provided 

in an historical context. 

Telegraph Point Community News is the newsletter of the Telegraph Point Community Association Incorporated.  
The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and submitters and are not necessarily those of the TPCA Inc. or 

its members. Your contributions are welcome. Please send submissions to the editor, telepointnews@gmail.com  
We prefer unformatted Word documents with any photos as separate files.  

mailto:telepointnews@gmail.com
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Dear Residents,  
 
Fire Permits are available from 09 Nov 23(am) as sufficient rainfall has been received over the 
Hastings area in last 2 weeks.  To arrange a fire permit call the brigade landline on 6585 0103 and 
leave a contact name and mobile number.  A permit officer will call to arrange an inspection date an& 
time. Please remember these delegates are volunteers and your expectation may not be met.  
 
Your brigade has been very busy dealing with the fire situation over the last 3 months in the Hastings 
and Kempsey local govt. areas. Any support you able to give will be greatly appreciated.   

 
Your local fire brigade needs new members to ensure emergency services remain available to the 
community of Telegraph Point. If this does not occur brigades from outside the area will need to step 
up and complete this role. If your brigade ceases to operate it will be very difficult to resurrect. 
If you would like to know more, contact Michael Black on 0427 080 522. 

 

Donations - Tax deductable 

 

Just a reminder that if you wish to donate to our brigade that all donations over $2 are tax deductable 
and a receipt will be issued. 
 
 If you wish to make a donation just give me a call or by simply dropping a few coins into the donation 
boxes at the Service Station, Riverview Tavern, Sport & Rec. Club and Ricardoes Tomatoes, if you 
cannot see them, just ask, every little bit helps. 
 

In an emergency call ñ000ò 

Please remember "000" is for emergencies only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link below: 

 

MyFirePlan | How Fireproof is Your Plan  

https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
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100 years ago  

Telegraph Point.    [From our Correspondent.] Since my last letter, we, like most oth-
er coastal places, have received the most glorious rain ever. Good soaking rain fell 
just before Christmas and all Christmas Day, and good falls almost daily since. Such 
a fall should be sufficient to remove a forty-horsepower gloom from the face of the greatest pessimist. 
In many    instances maize crops have been saved, and the grass is growing a pace. Things had 
reached a critical stage just prior to the breaking of the drought. The whole aspect of the future has 
changed as if by magic, provided, of course, that subsequent rain comes along to back up this beautiful 
fall. The trouble is to un-stock sufficiently to permit of a good growth of grass for the winter, there being 
practically, no outlet or market for store cattle, and most places are overstocked on this account. Let us 
hope that the price of butter will keep at a decent thing for some time to give dairymen a chance to get 
on their feet again. 

Mr. Alex. MacLachlan visited this centre during the Christmas holidays, renewing old acquaintances. 
We were pleased to see him looking so well. He is teaching at Auburn. Mr. Austin Rowsell is also 
spending his holidays with his parents. His latest appointment was to Cessnock. Both these young gen-
tlemen gained a 2B classification prior to their appointments. Many other visitors are spending a holiday 
here also. News items, like money, are very scarce just at present. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/

article/106061945 

MR. EDWARD DENNIS KEOUGH. 

The death occurred with startling suddenness on Friday evening last of Mr. Ed-
ward Dennis Keough, aged 60 years, a well-known and highly respected resident 
of Telegraph Point. The deceased became suddenly ill on Thursday and was only 

admitted to a private hospital at Kempsey a short, time prior to his demise. A native of Rawdon Island, 
the late Mr. Keough was known throughout the length and breadth of the Hastings and Macleay district, 
and sincere regret has been expressed at his untimely end. He was a man of sterling character, and his 
genial disposition endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. A widow (formerly Miss Newber-
ry, daughter of Mr. George Newberry, Telegraph Point) and family of two sons and two daughters are 
left to mourn their loss. The sons are Messrs. Edward Dennis Keough and Victor James Keough, and 
the daughters Misses Winifred Agnes and Lily May Keough. Messrs. Timothy Keough (Port Macquar-
ie), Patrick Keough (Upper Hastings), Mrs. H. J. Moses (Greenhill) and Mrs. Bowd (Alda-villa School) 
are brothers and sisters of deceased. The body was taken to Telegraph Point on Saturday morning and 
placed in the Catholic Church, and on Sunday morning it was conveyed to the Catholic Church, Port 
Macquarie, from whence the funeral moved on Sunday afternoon, after a short service, conducted by 
Rev. Father Fillodeau, who also solemnised the last sad rites at the graveside in the Port Macquarie 
Cemetery in the presence of a large gathering. Mr. Jos. T. Walker had charge of the funeral arrange-
ments.https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234455413 

THE LATE MR. E. D. KEOUGH. (Contributed.) 

The remains of Mr. E. D. Keough were buried at. Port Macquarie on Sunday. His death was so sudden 
that many can scarcely realise it. On Wednesday, January 2nd, he was in his usual state of health. Af-
ter lunch he went for a load of wood near Ballengarra and being hot, took several drinks of water from a 
hole. The water must have been contaminated, for a few hours after he took violently ill. Dr. Welch was 
sent for, and next day he was taken to Matron Evans' private hospital There everything in human power 
was done for him, but he passed away on Friday at 6 p.m. His wife and eldest daughter were with him 
to the last, also his sister. (Mrs. Bowd). Father Morris was with him, to give him the consolation of the 
Church. His daughter Lily and son Teddie, who had only returned to Sydney on New Year's Day, after 
spending Christmas at home, were sent for, but were not in time to see their father alive. Mr. Jos. T. 
Walker, and. Mr. Wilkin's had charge of the funeral arrangements. The body was taken to the Tele-
graph Point Church, on Saturday morning, and on Sunday it was removed to the Church at Port Mac-
quarie, where Father Fillodeau officiated, both there and at the graveside in Port Macquarie Cemetery. 
Despite the wet feather, the funeral, was very largely attended, there being fully 40 cars besides other 
vehicles. Mr. Keough was a man of unassuming manners, and nothing, pleased him better than a day 
fishing or shooting. He was universally well liked, and his friends at Telegraph Point, where he was in 
business for many, years, feel his loss keenly. Also, he was a good husband and loving father to his 
children, of whom he was justly proud. To his widow and children and relatives we extend our sincere 
sympathy. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234455488/25327142# 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106061945
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106061945
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234455413
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234455488/25327142
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é..100 years continued 
 Telegraph Point. [From our Correspondent.] Splendid rain fell here again at 
last weekend. The pastures, etc., have responded like magic. Everywhere 
the grass has made a phenomenal growth, and cream supplies have tre-
bled.Judging by the intensely cold winter in America and England we will get 
a taste of it here when winter comes our way. Plenty of hand feed for stock will lessen its rigours. 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106060677 

 
 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/234451325  

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Telegraph Point. From our Correspondent On Friday last the 
mercury climbed to the 105-deg. mark, and the hot westerly 
made things very, uncomfortable. The weekend, however, was 
nice and cool. More showers are needed to keep things right up 
to the required standard. Mr. Ray Cutler went for an exhilarating 
fly over a culvert with his pony and sulky the other day, a matter 
of a drop of about 5 feet, and fortunately nothing serious hap-
pened. At least he was fortunate enough to escape with a few 
minor bruises. We note that Mr. Theo. Hill is ready for a fight 
with the best Progressive candidate in southern Oxley. Very 
good. We have nothing to say about Mr. Hill personally other 

than, as far as we know, he is a gentleman. But we cannot forecast a victory for him in a political 
fray. Mr. Hill will find out very soon after he starts out on his political battle that, he is supporting the 
Government which has taken from the isolated bush kiddie his birthright, viz., a fair spin re educa-
tional facilities. Minister Bruntnell has, and is still, cutting out school conveyance contracts and offer-
ing a mere 9d per child for each day's attendance, which is inadequate, and amounts to cutting out 
the conveyance slowly, but surely. So far, we have never seen a line of protest from Mr. Hill. He has 
to obey his party's dictates, and let his country constituents go by the board, and naturally go under. 
The whole country from east to west has pro tested bitterly against this injustice to the country chil-
dren, and as sure as the sun rises each day, they will not support a Coalition or Nationalist Party 
candidate when they can vent their anger by plumping Progressive or even Labour. I have heard 
men who always supported the National Party say they will vote Labour for preference at next elec-
tion if no Progressive is offering. Mr. Hill, you had better make sure that your political hatchet is very 
keen edged before you start to do battle, otherwise you may come a cropper. The keenest edge you 
can put on the hatchet is this: Persuade the wonderful Minister to continue the contract system of 
school-children conveyance, failing this country people will assume that you are not fighting as you 
should for their rights or interests. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106062613 

TELEGRAPH POINT HOTELðAt the port Macquarie Court House on Tues-
day, before Mr. F. Hayward, Deputy Licensing Magistrate, the license of the 
hotel at Telegraph Point was transferred from Mr. W. Mooney to Mr. J. Turnbull 
of Austral Eden. Mr. W. Mooney, always of a genial nature has successfully 
conducted the hotel business for the past five and a half years and intends to 

now enjoy a well-earned holiday the first part of which will be spent camping at the North Shore. We 
welcome Mr. Turnbull to the district, and trust that he will merit the same success as his predecessor, 
ð Port News.https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234453569 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106060677
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234451325
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234451325
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106062613
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234453569
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Alex Irving Solicitor  
 

Conveyancing,  

wills, estates,  

litigation  

Cowral Creek Road, Bellangry 2446 

Tel: 6587 5112 

Fax: 6587 5113 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bellingen Markets 3rd Saturday of every Month  

visit  https://www.portbus.com.au/tours  ŦƻǊ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

https://www.portbus.com.au/tours
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WILCOX SMASH 
REPAIRS 

 
 

Dan and Tracy Wilcox 
128 Rollands Plains Road 
Telegraph Point NSW 2441 

 
 

All Insurance Work,  
Rust Repairs, Spray Painting, Res-

toration 
 

Ph/Fax 6585 0308 
 

wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au 
Lic No:9541 

Craig Bailey 0418 115 056 
Wednesday 5pm at TP Hall 

 
Link for River Rock Bistro menu and bookings Home - River Rock Bistro - 0456 356 503 

.w9!YC!{¢Υ  уŀƳ ς ммŀƳΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻƴƭȅΣ  
[¦b/IΥ ммΦолŀƳ ς нΦолǇƳΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
5Lbb9wΥ рΦолǇƳ ς уΦллǇƳΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƻ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 
Funds from advertising assist with the  

on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 

 

mailto:wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au
https://riverrockbistro.com.au/
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Special thanks to local story teller and poet who wishes to remain anonymous.  
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TELE POINT CRAFT AND QUILTERS 

 
Meets every Tuesday of the month 
 at Telegraph Point Community Hall 

 
From 9:30am till 12:30pm. 
Cost $3.00 for hall hire 

Ú Bring along your current projects 
Ú All handicrafts welcome 

Everyone Welcome 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 

Funds from advertising assist with 
the on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 
 
 

If you are interested in  
advertising in this space.  


