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Local Government Elections 14th September 2024 

 

For more information or to locate other local voting booths and pre-polling booths within the Port Macquarie 
Hasting area, other than the normal Rollands Plains School of Arts and Telegraph Point Primary School, use 
the link below:- 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council - NSW Electoral Commission  

Voting is compulsory at NSW Local government elections.  If you have recently moved use the below 
link to check your details are current. 

Check where you are enrolled to vote or update your enrolment details.   

You must vote at a venue in your enrolled council area. You cannot vote at a venue in another area. If 
you will be outside of the local area on the day organize for a Postal Vote see first link 

 

Port Macquarie Hastings Council will also be holding a mayoral election and a constitutional referendum 
relating to a reduction in Councillor numbers.  

At the Ordinary Council meeting held in September 2023, Council resolved to hold a constitutional referen-
dum at the September 2024 Local Government election to ask the community: 

ñDo you favour a reduction in the number of Port Macquarie-Hastings Councillors from nine to seven, com-
prising the Mayor and six Councillors?ò 

It is compulsory to vote in a constitutional referendum so you will be required to respond to this question 
when you vote. Should the majority of responses vote ñYesò, the number of Councillors will reduce from 
nine to seven, comprising the Mayor and six Councillors at the 2028 Local Government election. Should the 
majority of responses vote ñNoò the number of Councillors will remain at nine comprising the Mayor and 
eight Councillors. 

An information sheet is provided by Council here(PDF, 155KB), listing arguments for and against a reduc-
tion in Councillor numbers closer to the election. 

http://www.telegraphpoint.com.au
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/elections/find-my-electorate/councils/port-macquarie-hastings#map-wrap
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/voters/enrolment
https://www.pmhc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/document-files/your-council/election/2024-council-election-referendum-information.pdf
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Telegraph Point Community Association News 

 
 

Presidentôs Report August 2024 
 
Hi Telepointers, 
 
Where has this year gone, we are now into August. Weather is warming up and a very pleasant time 
of the year to be working in the garden. Trying to catch up on the weeds, mulching and cutting back 
all the plants as the frosts may have gone. 
 
NBN came to the hall to talk to the community about their internet issues and hopefully resolve some 
of the internet issues. I know my internet has been dreadful as NBN have been upgrading there 
towers. That work has now been completed for the moment so hopefully the internet issues have 
improved. Mine has. 
 
Progress on the Amenities Block. All approvals achieved. Next step is waiting for our Builder to fit our 
build into his busy schedule. Poor fellow has been helping us for 2 years but end result is getting 
closer. Thanks to everyone involved and their support and patience. How nice will it be to have 
disability facilities available so that mobility impaired community members can now attend functions 
in our Community Hall. 
 
Hope everyone is still Covid safe. Some of out regular community uses have had to miss out on hall 
activities because of illness. Remember to wash you hands. Cover mouth if coughing and sneezing 
occurs. Unfortunately Covid is here to stay and we appreciate community members refraining from 
hall use if unwell. We will miss you but we also want to keep our Community Members as safe as 
possible. Thanks All. 
 
Well until next month. Enjoy life. Be Happy. 
 
Robyn 

 
 
 
       

Please consider joining the Telegraph Point Community Association  
Come along to our meetings and take part in local community activities 

 
Tuesday 27 August 2024 at 6PM - General Meeting  

 
Come and have your say on the future direction of Telegraph Point, or by emailing the association: 

tpcamail@gmail.com 

Position Vacant - Secretary  
Telegraph Point Community Association 

 
The Telegraph Point Community Association needs your help. 

 
If you are interested, please email tpca@gmail.com with your name 

and phone number and we will contact you. 
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tƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜκIŀǎǝƴƎǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ мпǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ н ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀōƻǊ tŀǊǘȅ 
 

мΦ IŀƳƛǎƘ ¢ǳōƳŀƴΣ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ wƻƭƭŀƴŘǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ IŀƳƛǎƘ ƛǎ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ¢ǳōƳŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΦ 

нΦ WŀƴŜǧŜ WƻƴŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ wƻƭƭŀƴŘǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ по ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 

 

²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ  
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

 
/ƻƳŜΣ /Ƙŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀ ŀǘ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ tƻƛƴǘ Iŀƭƭ ƻƴ 

 

{!¢¦w5!¸ омǎǘ !¦D¦{¢ н-пǇƳ 
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100 years ago 
 
HERD-TESTING.- Mr. C. J. Macdermott, Senior Dairy Instructor, addressed meetings 
last week at Rolland's Plains and Telegraph Point on the benefits of herd-testing with the 
result that the formation of a joint unit is assured. At the former place 400 cows were 
promised at the meeting. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234451927 

 
PIGEON SHOOTINGðA fair crowd were attracted to the Majestic grounds, Macksville, on 
Saturday week, to take part in or watch the pigeon shooting arranged by Mr. Roberts, and 
they saw some good shooting. In the big match, for which there were many entries, Messrs. 
G. Hughes and W. Neill (Telegraph Point) broke 9 out of 10 and divided. Winners of sweep-

stakes were Messrs. G. Hughes (2), McNiven and Saul. (one each). https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
article/234452726 

Telegraph Point. Beautiful weather is the order just now, with 
north-easters and delightful warmth in the daytime and tendencies to thunderstorms. West Port Macquarie 
scored a win at tennis on Saturday last against Telegraph Point by a margin of 8 games. Timber trade is fair just 
now, and timber getters have plenty of orders to choose from. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are quite established in their 
new home, which looks a smart and up-to-date residence. Mr. Lester Shelton is again carrying on the blacksmith-
ing business here, having purchased Mr. G Newberry's business. Quite a number of dairymen at tended the an-
nual factory meeting on Saturday last from this centre and got quite a heap of information about their business. 
Although parts of the meeting were electrical and ex citing, practically all must have been more than satisfied with 
the splendid achievement of their directors during the past year under the trying conditions of both season and 
markets. Even though the factory may have to be either rebuilt or removed (or both) within a few years the share-
holders having nothing to fear with regard to finance, seeing that upwards of Ã3000 is bearing interest at present. 
And the Directors are justly doing their job when they make such pro vision for what must be faced within a few 
years. I can see that the more argument there is, and the more questions asked at these meetings the better it is 
for any company's welfare, as suppliers get to know the facts thereby, and this removes any doubts that may 
have existed in their minds. The thing that concerns the dairymen most at present is the cream transport, but if 
they do their best to keep up the quality, I have no doubt the management will do their best under present condi-
tions. But eventually the factory must be brought to the cows to avoid the long haulage as at present. With a pro-
spect of all second-class butter selling at probably 4d per lb. below choicest it will make dairymen sit up and take 
notice. Thus, the new factory when built must be at this centre, to be in the best geographical position, and in the 
interests of the majority of the supply. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067373 
 
Wauchope. [From Our Correspondent.] - On Saturday last Mr. W. Landrigan, auctioneer, disposed of the farm of the 
Misses Halliday, at Rollands Plains, by auction, and another one for the same owners by private sale. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067386/11456170# 
 
TWO OLD PIONEERS - The days of romance are not over, as the following striking 
narrative will show (writes our Taree correspondent). When the mail train from Graf-
ton arrived at Telegraph Point station an old man jumped into the carriage as 
sprightly as a man of 60 years and bade a-cherry good morning to the other occu-

pants. At Wauchope another old man entered the same carriage by a strange coincidence. He was very feeble, 
and his tottering footsteps had to be guided by another person. With a great effort he got into his seat. After the 
train had started the first old gentleman said: 'Well, dad, where are you bound for?' He intimated in a trembling 
voice that he was going to Sydney. 'Ah, how strange" said the questioner! 1 ... am also going through.' ' After a 
pause gentleman No, l asked the other how old he was. He said: 'I am 84,' and seemed to think he was a real 
patriarch. 'I was born on 23rd May, '18 ð 'Oh, joined In No. 1;ò, I am also 84 and was born an 24th May of the 
same year. The old couple then settled down to compare notes, and from the trend of their conversation, it turned 
out that both their fathers had arrived in Australia in the First Fleet; that they had married at the same time, and 
their children had played together in the town of Sydney. They could remember the old Tank stream and the days 
when bullock teams used laboriously to lumber, along George-street to Circular Quay, and had a fund at infor-
mation to impart about the various atrocities committed, the chain gangs, the bushrangers, the various Gover-
nors, the laying of the foundation stone of the first railway station, and turning of the first sod of the line to Parra-
matta; of the rise and progress of the west; the great gold rushes, and after all those years to again meet, so ro-
mantically on that memorable morning in the same railway carriage. Unfortunately, I had not far to travel, but 
would very much liked to have accompanied them on their trip. What a fund of first-hand in formation one could 
have obtained from those two old Australian pioneers. It was with great reluctance that I left the railway carriage 
at my destination. It seems a great pity, that men of this stamp cannot be got hold of with such clear vision of the 
days of long ago and the facts written up as a permanent record. I pictured to myself what a time they would have 
together in the great city which has sprung up since they were boys together, paddling in the old Tank stream 
and making mudpies on its bank. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/125812102 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234451927
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234452726
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/234452726
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067373
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067386/11456170
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/125812102


5  

Rollands Plains Upper          
Public School 

 
 
 
Firstly, we need to say a big thank and farewell to Ms Smith who is leaving us after al-
most 4 years. We are very grateful for all she has done for our school and community 
over these years and we wish her well in your new position.  

 
We would like to welcome Mrs Lauren Arentsen to our school. 
Lauren will be Relieving Principal for the remainder of the year. 
Lauren brings with her a wealth of knowledge and experience. 
 

Award Winners: Congratulations to all our award winners. Nehemiah received the  
Principals Award; Lizzy and Sandy, received the Maths trophy; Cooper and Cohan  
received the Literacy trophy; Bobbi and Evie; Respect ribbons, Ayden and Evie, Safety  
ribbons, Nehemiah and Lily; responsibility ribbons  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NAIDOC: On Wednesday 24th July, we travelled to Telegraph 
Point Public School to celebrate NAIDOC week. The students 
participated in a variety of activities, including cooking, science 
experiments, art and dreamtime stories. Congratulations to all our 
students on their behaviour and participation on the day. It was 
great to see our students interacting with the other children. 
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Poem by a local writer, who wished to remain anonymous. Apologies for the image quality 
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SCREEN TIME 

 
 
 
 
It seems like everyone likes a good historical costume drama. ñBridgertonò, ñDownton Abbeyò and even 
ñOutlanderò, with its mix of history and fantasy, are hugely popular. Pseudo-historical series like ñGame of 
Thronesò and ñLord of the Ringsò are big money-makers as well.  
 
 
ñThe Serpent Queenò on Stan sounds rather like a character from 
ñGame of Thronesò, but is in actuality based on the life of the real-life 
Catherine de Medici, daughter of the richest family in Renaissance  
Europe and later, Queen of France.  
 
 
 
ñSerpent Queenò begins with the middle-aged Catherine telling her story to a scullery maid with who she has 
become friendly, having seen something of her own experience in the maidôs difficult life. Pulled from ob-
scure poverty by her uncle, Pope Clement VII (Charles Dance, having a hoot of a time as the drunken, lech-
erous Clement. Forget any notions of the papacy as a holy, deeply spiritual role. This Clement is closer to 
historical accuracy, when the papacy was a political role, doled out to rich families in order to gain power and 
influence,) she is sent to France as a political match for Henry, the second son of the King of France. There 
is more back-stabbing, and often front-stabbing, in the French court than in any episode of ñGame of 
Thronesò. Catherineôs political rival is Diane de Poitiers, Catherineôs cousin and Henryôs mistress. She be-
came his official mistress when he was fifteen and she was thirty-five. Diana de Poitiers was arguably the 
most powerful woman in France  so naturally she saw Catherine as a rival. Nevertheless, Catherine is a 
quick learner and a capable adversary of the wily Diane.  
 
 
 
Catherine de Medici is often thought of as a ruthless schemer, which of course she was. However, this series 
takes a more nuanced and sympathetic view of Catherine; one that fits the historical record more accurately. 
As portrayed, in her adult years, by the great and underrated Samantha Morton, Catherine is tough (as she 
needed to be), intelligent and surprisingly humane. This is a powerhouse performance by Ms. Morton. I had-
nôt seen her in years and she is as powerful as I remember. I have a theory that there are a group of English 
actresses who are a little overlooked because of the similarity of their names. Emma Thompson, Emily Wat-
son, Emily Mortimer, Samantha Morton; itôs easy to get them mixed up.  

 
 
 
As I was watching ñThe Serpent Queenò, I kept having ñtheyôve made 
that upò moments, but checking on-line, itôs pretty-well all true. The 
Renaissance may have looked pretty, but it wasnôt exactly an earthly 
paradise for either the poor or the rich.  
 
 
 
Suffice to say, the series looks stunning with superb set design and 
brilliant costuming. The whole cast are exemplary and the location 
filming is exquisite.  
 
There are now three series of ñSerpent Queenò and having watched 
the first one, Iôm looking forward to following Catherineôs long and  
extraordinary life.  
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WILCOX SMASH 
REPAIRS 

 
 

Dan and Tracy Wilcox 
128 Rollands Plains Road 
Telegraph Point NSW 2441 

 
 

All Insurance Work,  
Rust Repairs, Spray Painting, Res-

toration 
 

Ph/Fax 6585 0308 
 

wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au 
Lic No:9541 

Craig Bailey 0418 115 056 
Wednesday 5pm at TP Hall 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 
Funds from advertising assist with the  

on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 

 

mailto:wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au
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Itôs time to trim back Thryptomene, Wattles, Mint bush and other winter flowering natives after they 
have finished their flowering show. 
 
Sow Sunflower seeds where they are to grow in full sun for an amazing summer display. 
 
Check stored Dahlia tubers and cover them with a layer of moist sand if they look like they are  
drying out. 

 
 
 
Check citrus tree for galls wasp damage pruning and depositing infected 
cuttings in the bin so no emerging wasp can infect your trees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the veggie patch -  
 

¶ Pick Brussel Sprouts when heads are no more than 4 cm in diameter.  

¶ Continue harvesting Silverbeet.  

¶ So seeds of lettuce and carrots directly where they are to be 
grown and thin crowded seedlings after germination.  

¶ Let a few winter herbs and vegetables such as coriander and pak 
choy go to seed and collect them for next yearós use.  

¶ Trim any congested passionfruit vines to make way for spring 
growth. 

 
Must do -  
 

¶ Summer annuals can be established to replace winter and spring flowering ones. Try Aster, 
Marigolds, Petunia, Celosia, Nasturtium and Zinnia. 

¶ Tidy geranium plants remove any dead sections and cutting 
stems back at least halfway check plants for any rust disease 
and treat accordingly. 

¶ Service lawnmower in readiness for the warm season ahead. 

¶ Roses if youôre in a frosty area or if you havenôt done it already 
prune to encourage fresh new season growth on your rose 
bushes. 

¶ Tidy your indoor plants for spring carefully take them out of their 
pots and inspect their roots prune off any that are soft and diseased pot up into fresh premium 
potting mix and water well, wipe down the leaves. 
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 Cultural acknowledgment 

Some material may contain terms that reflect authors' views, or those of the period in which the item was written but 
may not be considered appropriate today. While the information may not reflect current understanding, it is provided 

in an historical context. 

Telegraph Point Community News is the newsletter of the Telegraph Point Community Association Incorporated.  
The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and submitters and are not necessarily those of the TPCA Inc. or 

its members. Your contributions are welcome. Please send submissions to the editor, telepointnews@gmail.com  
We prefer unformatted Word documents with any photos as separate files.  

mailto:telepointnews@gmail.com
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Alex Irving Solicitor  
 

Conveyancing,  

wills, estates,  

litigation  

Cowral Creek Road, Bellangry 2446 

Tel: 6587 5112 

Fax: 6587 5113 

Bellingen Markets 3rd Saturday of every Month  
visit  https://www.portbus.com.au/tours  for booking and other events 

https://www.portbus.com.au/tours
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Dear Residents,  
 
Fire Permits are required from 1 September 2024 for burning of vegetation. Fire permits can now be 
requested online using the link below or call the brigade landline on 6585 0103 and leave a contact 
name and mobile number.  A permit officer will call to arrange an inspection date and time. Please 
remember these delegates are volunteers and your expectation may not be met.  
Rural Fire Permit Application Link -  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴǎǿǊŦǎǇǊƻŘΦǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ-ƴƻǿΦŎƻƳκƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴψŎǎǇΚƛŘҐƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴψŎŀǘψƛǘŜƳϧǎȅǎψƛŘҐртуōнтōпŎослōммлпŀфŎŘŎоммрлмомоŜ  

 
If you want a fire permit and live within the 50-60km zone you will need to contact Council and fees may 
apply. We are not allowed to issue permits in that area. 

 
When you get a permit you must notify RFS online at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify or if you don't have 
internet access, call the fire control centre 1300 643 262 (1300 MID COAST) and your neighbours at 
least 24 hours in advance of commencing the burn. Fines may apply if process not followed. 
 
Your local fire brigade needs new members to ensure emergency services remain available to the 
community of Telegraph Point. If this does not occur brigades from outside the area will need to step 
up and complete this role. If your brigade ceases to operate it will be very difficult to resurrect. 
If you would like to know more, contact Michael Black on 0427 080 522. 

 

Donations - Tax deductable 

 

Just a reminder that if you wish to donate to our brigade that all donations over $2 are tax deductable 
and a receipt will be issued.  If you wish to make a donation just give me a call or by simply dropping 
a few coins into the donation boxes at the Service Station, Riverview Tavern, Sport & Rec. Club and 
Ricardoes Tomatoes, if you cannot see them, just ask, every little bit helps. 
 

In an emergency call ñ000ò 

Please remember "000" is for emergencies only. 

Link below for Fire Plan 

MyFirePlan | How Fireproof is Your Plan  

https://nswrfsprod.service-now.com/guardian_csp?id=guardian_cat_item&sys_id=578b27b4c360b1104a9cdc311501313e
https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
https://www.myfireplan.com.au/


16  

 
TELE POINT CRAFT AND QUILTERS 

 
Meets every Tuesday of the month 
 at Telegraph Point Community Hall 

 
From 9:30am till 12:30pm. 
Cost $3.00 for hall hire 

Ú Bring along your current projects 
Ú All handicrafts welcome 

Everyone Welcome 

Enquiries 0400 908 277 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 

Funds from advertising assist with 
the on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 
 
 

If you are interested in  
advertising in this space.  
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Alex Irving Solicitors    
 6587 5112 
 
 
AV Digital TV Service  
0427 300 500 
 
Classic Tax & Accounting 
 Rodger -   0408 833 902 
 
Everpresent Electrical  
Mitch - 0438 191 133 
 
Floor Sanding -    
Shane   0427 100 636 
 
 
Log Check    -   6585 8059 
 
MJT Earthmoving 
Mitch - 0431 037 222 
 

 
Paul Sherd  Round Bale Silage   
 0427 858 321  or  6585 8321 
 
 
1800 Pooman 
1800 766 626 
 
Port Bus 6583 3330 
 
Port Macquarie Acoustics  
 Mel  -     6583 9377 
 
 
Port Macquarie/Hastings Rural 
Sales 6583 6983 
 
 
Ricardoes Tomatoes & Caf® 
  6585 0663 
 
 
 

 
RickTrac  Mini Excavations 
Rick 0404 111 614  
 
 
River Rock Bistro (TP Sports 
Club) 0456 356 503 
 
SP Produce         6581 2995 
 
Telegraph Point Post Office 
6514 0174 or  
mobile 0478 255 969  
 
Telegraph Point Sport &  
Recreation Club     5507 9949 
 
Wilcox Smash Repairs   
   Dan and Tracy 6585 0308 
 
Whipps  Alloy Products  
6585 0944 

 'Locals helping Locals  Please Support the Advertisers' 


