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Telegraph Point Hall 
 
 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) for Telegraph Point Community Association  

26th of November 2024 at 6pm 

 

All positions will be declared vacant.  

 

Position of President, Secretary, Treasury, Hall Manager  

and newsletter editor need to be filled.  

 

Several of the existing committee members will not be available for re-election. 

We are looking for locals that would be interested in joining the team.   

 

The Telegraph Point Community Hall is managed by the Association. 

If you would like to see an event at the hall or have ideas on how the hall could  

support the community, please come along to either our regular meetings on the 

4th Tuesday of the month or more importantly come to our AGM and be part of the 

team. If you are not a current member of the association you can join for $6 or  

renew for $5 on the night prior to the meeting. 

 

 

http://www.telegraphpoint.com.au
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Telegraph Point Community Association News 

 
 

Presidentôs Report November 2024 
 

 

Hello Telepointers,  

 

Gosh it is November and Christmas is approaching fast. Hope everyone is not going overboard with  

the presents but are concentrating oh sharing good food and times with Family and Friends. 

 

Well the AGM for the Telegraph Point Community Association is on 26
th
 November.  All positions on  

the Committee will be declared vacant and new nominations for the positions accepted.  If you are  

interested in keeping the Community Hall open and working on improvements in the Telegraph Point  

Community, keeping the Telegraph Point News letter alive you need to attend. 

 

Amenities block for the Community Hall still under way, all approval received from Council but builder  

issues.  

 

Hope to see interested Community Members at the AGM. We need positions filled to carry on the  

running of the local Hall. No Committee no Hall. No hall hire or existing activities.  

 

Existing vacancy and more positions to be filled as other Committee members pursuing new ventures  

and move on. 

 

Hope to see you at the AGM followed by General Meeting at 6pm 26/11/24 at the Telegraph Point  

Community Hall. 

 

Stay safe, have fun. 
 
Robyn 

Please consider joining the Telegraph Point Community Association  
Come along to our meetings and take part in local community activities 

 
 

Tuesday 26th November at 6pm - Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 26th November 2024 following AGM - General Meeting  

 
 

Come and have your say on the future direction of Telegraph Point, or by emailing the association: 
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100 years ago 

Telegraph Point. [From our Correspondent.]  Tennis has been quiet just lately, 
but report says that another new club will soon be on the war path, viz., Bal-
lengarra and Gum Scrub amalgamated. The residents of those two centres are 
to be complimented upon their energy. They have roads, so it is said, that 
would break the heart of a wheelbarrow, yet they congregated at the residence 
of the schoolmaster, Mr. Campbell, on Saturday night, the 18th ult., with the determination to form a tennis 
club. Seventy-six adults were present, with the result that Ã10 was subscribed for material, which was sent 
for immediately. The court was to be chipped last Saturday, and I guess the balance of the labour will be 
completed ere long. Mr. Campbell is very popular, and a most energetic teacher, and is already scheming 
schemes for the betterment of rural child life. The next move in that centre is for a public hall, which can be 
used for all purposes. After the meeting the company passed a few pleasant hours tripping the light fantas-
tic. The music was supplied by the local orchestra. Well, good luck to you, Ballengarra. Really you ought to 
call the club ' Undaunted ' (pardon my presumption), for this scribe knows something of the roads you have 
to use, especially in wet weather. The Gum Scrub main road is a beauty, that is, if holes or quag mires are 
ornaments. Anyway, I guess either Telegraph Point or Swastika clubs will grasp the opportunity to try con-
clusions on the new court. We still want much rain. Although pastures on the flats are good, the higher lands 
are on the wane. Every dairyman you meet is mumbling something to himself about the low pay for last 
month's butter. There seems to be reason to believe that there is a storm brewing in the cow yards among 
the staves who have been awaiting their emancipation. Master Arthur Bones, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. R. 
A. Bones, has been appointed to a position in the Bank of New Zealand, Sydney. We congratulate Arthur on 
his success. He has been an intermediate student of Mr. E. A. Taylorôs and has always been prominent in 
his class. Mr. Taylor will be sorry to lose such a brilliant pupil but will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
his labours have not been in vain. Congratulations to Mr. Taylor also. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
article/106065699   

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106065668   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CAELLIð HAYES. On September 29 a wedding was celebrated at  
St Michael's Church Longueville, by Father Magrath, when Miss Vera 
Florence Hayes, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Hayes, of Artarmon, 
was married to Mr. Bernard Caelli, eldest son of Mr. P. Caelli, of  
Wauchope. The bride, who was given away by her father, wore  
a gown of ivory brocaded marocain, with a wreath and veil, and long 
court train. The bridesmaid Miss Nessie McCarthy (cousin of the 
bride), was dressed in shell pink georgette, worn with a black picture 
hat. Mr. Leo Hayes, brother of the bride, was best man. A reception 
was held at "Rossaria," where the bride's mother entertained about 
thirty guests, including Mrs. E. F. Aria, Mr. and Mrs. C. Aria, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Aria. Mrs. A. Chelman (Telegraph Point), Mr. C. Fegent,  
Mr. and Mrs. Hanley, Mrs. Fegent, Miss Therlng, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Hayes, Mr. A. Aria. Tho honeymoon was spent at Katoomba. The  
future home will be at Harty's Plains.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/245461944 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106065699
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106065699
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106065668
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é...100 years ago contôd 
 
Telegraph Point. [FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.] Since my last report we have had the 
much-needed rain in abundance ð beautiful soaking rains, which fell last weekend, totalling to 
date about six inches. No need to ask does it please us ð that may be taken for granted. Even our tennis and cricket play-
ers concede that the rain was best. The only ' nark ' now the farmers have is the reduced prices of all pro ducts. This may 
be all right for the consumer temporarily, but in the end. it will cut both ways. Poor prices for primary products mean limited 
spending ability, and that means less employment indirectly, and unemployment promotes poverty on every hand. The 
position of Australian butter on the English market shows very distinctly that either speculators are at work, or else that 
Australia generally cannot handle her own business. There appears to be a good splash of both. Certainly New Zealand is 
50 years ahead as a business nation. It is to be hoped that a large number of tickets will be sold for the hospital ball this 
Friday night Report says that there will be many beautiful paper dresses there, as there are many characters to be repre-
sented. Grass, crops, in fact everything, looks O.K. The only industry that has received a temporary check is the timber-
getting business. More money will be needed now to put the roads in repair again. Al-though the rain was not heavy 
enough to wash them out, it thoroughly soaked them, and plenty of holes are in evidence. Mr. Clem. Stewart left for Syd-
ney on Monday evening last, in response to an urgent call. His mother is in a very poor state of health, and this is causing 
her relatives much concern. We trust, however that Mrs. Stewart's health will rapidly improve.https://trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/106063829 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063824 

New Catholic Church. 
 
 
TO BE OPENED BY BISHOP OF LISMORE. 
On Wednesday, November 19th, at 9 a.m. the Right Rev. Dr. Carroll, Bishop of 
Lismore, will open the new Catholic Church just erected at Telegraph Point. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063848  

[ From our Correspondent.] 
The hospital ball, held in the School of Arts on Friday even-
ing, was a success. The weather had been most unfavoura-
ble prior to Friday, but fortunately the clouds cleared away, 

and the fine evening induced a good number of patriots to roll up. The hall was 
beautifully decorated with streamers, flowers and greenery. Paper dresses ð yes, 
of course, they were there in great profusion, and were very pleasing to the eye, 
as were also the wearers. The judges must have had a very difficult task to single out one for the prize. However, after 
much deliberation among themselves, they decided to award the honor to Miss C. McKimm, whose dress represented 
'Superstition.' Master Cyril Noakes was the winner of the gent's prize ð dressed as a clown. The visitors from adjoining 
centres were not so numerous as of yore owing to the bad state of the roads and uncertain weather conditions. The Sec-
retaries and helpers are worthy of unstinted praise for their efforts. Mr. D. Ryan was M.C., Mrs. Woodlands contributed the 
music, and Mr. Axel Chelman acted as doorkeeper. The nett figures are not yet to hand, but I will give same in next issue. 
Just while I think of it, let me remind the electors of an approaching election, also the attitude of the present Government 
towards the welfare of country dwellers. The Walcha Road neglect is nothing less than a scandal, seeing that this Govern-
ment was elected on a decentralisation and country development policy. We cannot ignore the fact that we are being well 

side stepped, when we note that probably Ã17,000,000 or so is being spent on the city underground railway, North Shore 
Bridge, and other metropolitan works, while the education of wayback settlers' children is evidently of little account. The 
Walcha Road is a vital question both to seaboard and western dwellers. When the Government makes the excuse for in-
action that the Shire Council will not assist in the construction of the road, it is only advertising its own hypocrisy. This road 
is a national one and should be made absolutely by the Government; also, a branch road from it to the Bulga, and thence 
to Wingham, is urgently needed. And further, if all our country members took a united and definite stand and demanded 
more developmental roads, these would have to be forthcoming in short order. As it is, many of them stick to the Govern-
ment to save their seats from contest, but they are only postponing the evil day. They know that works such as mentioned 
are urgently need ed, and if they have not the courage to back their opinions and their pledges to their constituents, they 
will eventually pay the price at the polls. Mr. J. J. Fitzgerald has at least aired this contemptible neglect, and he will not 
lose any votes thereby either. Minister Fitzpatrick says no money, and we don't wonder ð never will be while the electors 
are satisfied with political jugglers, who at election time advocate ' an even deal for all,' and then go back to Parliament 
and forget all about the real things that matter to the country, vital amongst which is a vigorous policy of development and 
decentralisation. There is talk of a race meeting here shortly. The prads will get plenty of oats now for a while. Nothing like 
a race meeting here to bring about a good downpour of rain. The school, bus contractors are about fed up with the Gov-
ernment's miserly pittance. Mr. Jim Harriott is buying large numbers of cattle just now. Prices are not too high, but better 
than they have been for some time past.  https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106066122 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063829
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063829
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063824
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106063848
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106066122
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é...100 years ago contôd 
 
New Catholic Church at Telegraph Point. - OPENED BY BISHOP OF LISMORE. 
Last Wednesday the Right Rev. Dr. Carroll, Bishop of Lismore, blessed and opened the new 
Catholic Church at Telegraph Point. People had come from long distances, and the Catholic community was well repre-
sented. Giving a statement of accounts, Father Fillodeau thanked his Lordship for donations of Ã25 towards the  
purchase of the land and of Ã50 to the building fund. The total cost was Ã401 15s 6d, but with past contributions, Ã12  
recently received from Mr. John Downes, and Ã15, proceeds of sale of part of the old church, the debt was already  
reduced to Ã34 5s 8d. A collection at the close of the ceremony brought the following contributions: ð Father Fillodeau 
Ã5, Father P. Farrelly Ã1 1s, Mrs. E. Harriott Ã1 1s, Mr. A. Power Ã1 1s, Mr. J. Workman Ã1 1s, Mr. W. Mavin Ã1, - Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Turnbull Ã1 each, Mr. M. Hayden Ã1. This brings the debt down to Ã21 1s 8d.  
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106060658 

Telegraph Point. 
[From our Correspondent.] 
This is a record season for pastures. Everywhere is at its best, and, according to reports, 
the cream output is a record even if the price is very unstable. The recent hospital ball 
netted Ã10 5s. 
Mrs. Axel Chelman has, I am sorry to report, had a very trying ordeal recently. She is still 

in hospital slowly recovering from a series of operations. A little son of Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Rowsell's is also in hospital. 
The little chap was playing about bare footed and trod upon a broken glass bottle, which inflicted severe gashes in four 
of his toes. One toe was almost severed, and the doctor found it necessary to amputate it. He is getting along O.K. at 
present. Our cricketers gave Wauchope A a fair leather hunting on Saturday last. P. Rowsell made 80 odd runs, thus 
helping Telegraph Point well up into three figures, Wauchope didn't reach the century mark. However, next Saturday will 
decide the issue. Some fairly large mobs of store cattle are leaving the district. Prices are low, but all the same many 
people are glad of the chance to reduce the number of their stock, even at a low figure. Mr. C. M. Stewart returned last 
week after a brief stay in the city. His many friends will be sorry to hear that his health is far from satisfactory, and that 
he has been ordered twelve months' complete rest by his physician. His mother is showing a slight improvement but is 
still far from well. The speedy steeds are being prepared for the forthcoming race meeting. Mr. Jack McCue, of Coff's 
Harbour, has been laid up with injuries received through a fall to earth whilst at work. Jack is still very far from convales-
cent. Good prices are offering for all sorts of timber at present. The continuous wet weather is the only fly in the timber-
getter's ointment.https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106068054 
 
In the cricket last Saturday Telegraph Point secured a good lead of 159 runs to 84 over Wauchope A's on the formerôs 
wicket, and the A's are hoping to redeem the ashes on the local park this Saturday.  
 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067983 
 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067981 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106060658
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106068054
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067983
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/106067981
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Hope all have had not too much damage in the gardens in this last week with the heavy storm that 
we had. Telegraph Point may have escaped the storms other areas had. I was writing the article at 
the time focused on telling you about bugs that may be a bother, hail turning our gardens into      
coleslaw in Wauchope area .  

 

So back to the stink bugs or bronze orange bugs that 
can damage the citrus trees by sucking sap from the 
stems, flowers and the fruits leaving severe damage 
and fruit drop in early maturity. They release caustic, 
smelly secretions when disturbed, the burning can be 
felt in both eyes and skin so one needs to be cautious 
when handling these creatures. Please pop out and 
check your trees. Use the following control methods 
with eye protection and gloves. They can be hand    
removed and dispose of  in a bucket of soapy water. 
To avoid a large infestation spray in winter time, treatment for the stink bug with horticultural oils, be-
fore they turn into the next stage of their growth and early spring in the more adult stages citrus and 
ornamental spray with pyrethrum base or check your chemical label for bugs each controls. 

 

 

Be on the lookout for the army grub 
moths in the lawn area often they   
deposit their eggs under under eaves 
or near the guttering . So just as 
youôre getting the lawn looking really 
nice they come. Garden centres   
stock both granulated products and 
sprays to assist in the lawn areas to 
kill these grubs.  

 

Dahlia plants are growing quickly and look out for any rust on leaf   
structure. Staking may be required . The roses are in full bloom, keep 
up your feeding routine and watching for any fungal issues. Also it is 
important to be mindful of sap sucking aphid control they can reduce 
vigour of the plant. Control can be done with both insect sprays that   
target the issue or organic measures insecticidal soaps and neem oil.  

 

Dare I say happy gardening 
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Rollands Plains Upper          
Public School 

 
 

Weôre so grateful to Tristan from Strong Spirit for giving our students another incredible learning experience at 
RPUPS. Students learnt about bush tucker and damper making in their first lesson. Second lesson was learning 
about traditional hunting tools and native animals to recognising seasonal changes in nature. Tristan guided the 
students through practising throwing spears and boomerangs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gumba class have been reading the story of the Gruffalo and it was an amazing experience for them  
recently to attend a live performance of the Gruffalo, at the Glasshouse in Port Macquarie. To top off their day, 
they enjoyed hot chips and had a fantastic time at the Town Green park before returning to school. 

 

Kindergarten Transition  

Our transition students Faith, Ella, 
Ruby and James have been joining 
the Gumba class each fortnight 
and have settled into the school 
routine very well. Last week they 
showed off their artistic talents, by 
creating a very colourful artwork. 
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Poem by a local writer, who wished to remain anonymous.  
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This article was researched and written by Therese Glen-Holmes in 2008 

 

History of Telegraph Point School of Arts Hall 

Historical records and recollections indicate a number of halls being in Telegraph Point over the 
last 107 years; some of these being the Union Hall (c. 1895); Catholic Church Hall (c. 1904) and 
the School of Arts Hall.  There is also some mention of an agricultural hall but details on this are 
scarce. 

The Old 
The first School of Arts Hall was opened on 6

th
 December 1905 and was situated on the South 

side of the Wilson River, near what was the race track (opposite Kirkmanôs house). 

It was built of rusticated weather boards, with an iron roof and 4x1 tallow wood floors. The overall 
size was 66 feet by 20 feet, divided into a main floor of 40x20, stage 20x10, two (2) dressing 
rooms 10x6, with reading room 14x10 and library 10x6. The main hall had four escape doors 
opening outward; the stage one escape door and two doors to dressing room, which also have a 
door each to a landing outside. The reading room was also connected with the hall by a door.  

This building was erected by Mr J Wallace of Wauchope, from plans supplied by Mr Carl Weber, 
Architect, of Wollongong. The site on which the building was erected, a quarter of an acre in ex-
tent, was a present from Mr T Keough. The timber used for the building was supplied by Messrs J 
Hibbard & Son, while the ironwork was supplied by Messrs Saxton and Biuns, of Sydney. 

A report by Richard Henderson in 1905 credits Arnold Webber with having the School of Arts built, 
along with a church and a lecture hall. 

It uses included dances and social events, and regular travelling silent picture shows, where 
someone would play the piano while the picture was showing. 

It was also used as a recruiting centre during WWI, after soldiers landed at Gallipoli.  Farewell so-
cials were held for the men prior to their departure; the men traveling to Port Macquarie via boats, 
which left from the Government Wharf.  A recruiting rally was held on 12 February 1916. 

During the recruiting rally, men marched from as far north as Grafton, signing up others along the 
way.  These men became known as the ñNorth Coastersò. 

The old School of Arts Hall and its contents were totally destroyed by fire on Sunday March 27, 
1932.  The Port Macquarie News 2 April 1932 reported, It has done useful service to the commu-
nity at that centre for many years, and its destruction will be a decided loss, and replacement a 
heavy expenditure to-day. 

Further Port Macquarie News articles at the time report: 

Saturday 16 April 1932 The burning down of the School of Arts, was a most unfortunate happen-
ing. The destruction of the building and contents cannot nearly be replaced with the insurance 
money and times are pretty hard just now, so that the committee will need to look well before it 
leaps. 

Saturday Oct 22, 1932 (Re Sports in Aid Hastings District Hospital) In the absence of a public 
hall, Mr J Sonter very kindly placed his large garage at the service of the committee for use at 
night for those desirous of tripping the light fantastic. Thanks Jimé.. There is some talk of an early 
move to try and re-build the School of Arts. This is a building everybody will be pleased to see in 
existence again. 

 

 



11  

The New 

 
After the old hall had burnt down, the community rallied to raise money for the new hall building 
fund, putting on dances and bridle races and soon construction was underway. 
 
The Port Macquarie News reported: 
 
14 January 1933 The contractor, Mr Tarrant, is making good progress with the new 
School of Arts building, which in the course of a few weeks, will be completed. 
 
11 March 1933 Bridle and money races will be run off at a sports meeting at Telegraph Point, this 
Saturday. The former will commence at 11 and the latter at 12.30 oôclock. There will be a lunch-
eon, refreshment and publicanôs booth on the course, and the admission is 2/- for gentlemen and 
1/6 for ladies. The proceeds are in aid of the School of Arts building fund. 
 
1
st
 April 1933 The new School of Arts is practically finished, and it reflects great credit upon the 

builder and also the building committee. It is a beautiful hall with a floor of first-class quality, being 
very spacious and properly dressed, and should be the delight of dancers for many years to come. 
This new hall is much larger than the old one and when properly equipped with all necessary 
lights, furniture, etc will be all that can be desired. 
 
Time saw the original side verandah closed in to form a much needed supper room and kitchen. 
 
During the 50ôs Friday and Saturday nights were the social events on the community calendar, 
with dances held at the hall.  The Telegraph Point Dance Band entertained the crowds, led by ban-
dleader and piano player, Jim Sonter, with Peter Alexander on drums, Hinks (the railway gate-
keeper) on violin, Locke on trumpet and Miss Locke (later Mrs Matt Thomas) as occasional vocal-
ist. 
Its versatility and need as a community venue were highlighted during the flood in 1963, when the 
hall was used as an evacuation centre for the locals.  Many families whose houses were flooded 
were taken by boat to the hall where they then ólivedô for approximately 10 days until the waters 
subsided. 
 
Over the years we have seen it serve as a Masonic Lodge and a venue for the annual School of 
Arts Committee Wattle Ball. 
 
It was a place for regular community kitchen teas, a movie theatre and concert hall.  It has been 
the site for debutante balls and wedding receptions and operated as a church and community 
health centre, to name a few. 
In recent times we have seen it host the opening of the NSW Heritage Festival and continues to be 
the venue for our History On Display exhibitions.  It now houses a permanent book exchange, 
monthly craft afternoon, weekly dance classes, childrenôs playtime group, guitar group and will 
soon see the resurrection of the monthly movies. 
 
With ongoing upgrades and renovations and the purchase of new fixtures and fittings, the hall now 
caters for large functions such as birthday celebrations, engagement and wedding receptions. 
 
The hall remains an important focal point for the community; a ñget-togetherò location for public 
meetings and community dinners. 
 
Information sourced from Port Macquarie News Articles and ñRipples & Stonesò - Compiled 
2008  
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SCREEN TIME 

 
With the imminent release of the sequel to Ridley Scottôs ñGladiatorò: from 2000 (can it really be twenty-four 
years ago?), imaginatively called ñGladiator IIò (well, I suppose itôs better than ñGladiator: Back to the Colos-
seumò or ñGladiator: Maximus Livesò - spoiler alert- he doesnôt), I thought I have another look at the original 
to see how it stands up after nearly a quarter of a century. In short, yes, it does.  
 
Ridley Scott has said that his original inspiration for the film was a nineteenth-century painting depicting a 
Roman emperor giving the ñthumbs upò sign to spare a defeated gladiator from death. 
In fact, the thumbs up hand signal actually meant death. To spare the defeated gladiator the sign was the 
four fingers wrapped around the thumb, rather like a fist. That said, the historical accuracy of ñGladiatorò is 
pretty good by Hollywood standards.  
 
The film opens in the forests of the far north of the empire where the General Maximus (Russell Crowe) is 
waging war against the Germanic tribes, under the watchful eye of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, played with 
touching delicacy by the late, great Richard Harris. Maximusô success on the battlefield provokes the jeal-
ousy of his son and heir, the weak, vain and capricious Commodus (Joaquin Phoenix). When Marcus Aureli-
us decides that Maximus is a much better proposition to succeed him as emperor, Commodus conspires to 
have him quietly assassinated, and attempt which fails (sorry if thatôs a spoiler) when Maximus escapes, only 
to be captured and taken into slavery.  
 
His prowess as a fighter attracts the attention of a slave run-
ner, Proximo (played by Oliver Reed, in his last performance. 
In fact, Reed died before the completion of the film and his 
role was finished using body doubles and computer effects), 
who is also the owner of a troupe of gladiators.  Soon Maxi-
mus is back in Rome, as a gladiator, hidden behind an iron 
mask and swearing revenge on Commodus.  
 
Scott directs the fighting scenes compellingly. They are fast 
and brutal, as they no doubt were in real life. Maximus and his 
cohort of fellow gladiators face not only an elite squad of high-
ly drilled soldier gladiators, but also several very pissed-off 
tigers. Thankfully the tigers are computer generated. No tigers 
were harmed in the production of this film. 
 
The recreation of Ancient Rome is sumptuous and detailed, with lavish costumes and elaborate sets. The 
only quibble I had was with the proportions of the public buildings in Rome. Ridley Scott apparently had the 
designers deliberately exaggerate the size of the temples and the Colosseum in order to evoke images of 
Albert Speerôs architectural designs for Hitlerôs Berlin. It has a slightly jarring effect, however. In the scene of 
Commodusô ñtriumphantò return to Rome, the Colosseum looms so large it makes the citizens of Rome ap-
pear to be about the size of Meerkats. I have noticed in the trailer for the sequel, an almost identical scene 
has much more realistic proportions.  
 

The performances are universally excellent. Russell Crowe gives 
arguably his best performance, with no trace of the bombastic 
hamminess to which he would later succumb. This was Joaquin 
Phoenixôs breakout role. Commodus is a vain, arrogant self-
deluding weakling potential dictator. I almost expected him to 
have a sprayed orange face and be wearing a MAGA hat. 
Connie Neilson, the only cast member to return in the sequel, 
gives a quiet, touching performance as Lucilla, Commodusô sis-
ter. The great, and perennially overlooked Djimon Hounsou 
plays Maximusô African friend and fellow gladiator Juba in  a per-
formance of great  dignity matched with superb athleticism.  
If you are planning to see ñGladiator IIò, I suggest rewatching the 
original. I will be interested in seeing whether Ridley Scott can 
bring the same energy to the second one as he does to the first.  
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WILCOX SMASH 
REPAIRS 

 
 

Dan and Tracy Wilcox 
128 Rollands Plains Road 
Telegraph Point NSW 2441 

 
 

All Insurance Work,  
Rust Repairs, Spray Painting, Res-

toration 
 

Ph/Fax 6585 0308 
 

wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au 
Lic No:9541 

Craig Bailey 0418 115 056 
Wednesday 5pm at TP Hall 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 
Funds from advertising assist with the  

on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 

 

mailto:wilcoxsmash@bigpond.com.au
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Alex Irving Solicitor  
 

Conveyancing,  

wills, estates,  

litigation  

Cowral Creek Road, Bellangry 2446 

Tel: 6587 5112 

Fax: 6587 5113 

Bellingen Markets 3rd Saturday of every Month  
visit  https://www.portbus.com.au/tours  or 02 6583 3330 for booking and other events 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming tours:- 
 

Christmas Mystery Lunch - High Tea Style - Tuesday December 3  
Cirque Du Soleil - Friday 6  & 7 December - Sydney 
Nibbles & Lights - Tacking Pt/Lake Cathie - 9 December 
Mystery Christmas Traditional Lunch -  13 December 

 
CALL 02 6583 3330 

https://www.portbus.com.au/tours
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Some material may contain terms that reflect authors' views, or those of the period in which the item was written but 
may not be considered appropriate today. While the information may not reflect current understanding, it is provided 

in an historical context. 

Telegraph Point Community News is the newsletter of the Telegraph Point Community Association Incorporated.  
The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and submitters and are not necessarily those of the TPCA Inc. or 

its members. Your contributions are welcome. Please send submissions to the editor, telepointnews@gmail.com  
We prefer unformatted Word documents with any photos as separate files.  

mailto:telepointnews@gmail.com
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Dear Residents,  
 
Fire Permits are required from 1 September 2024 for burning of vegetation. Fire permits can now be 
requested online using the link below or call the brigade landline on 6585 0103 and leave a contact 
name and mobile number.  A permit officer will call to arrange an inspection date and time. Please 
remember these delegates are volunteers and your expectation may not be met.  
Rural Fire Permit Application Link -  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴǎǿǊŦǎǇǊƻŘΦǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ-ƴƻǿΦŎƻƳκƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴψŎǎǇΚƛŘҐƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴψŎŀǘψƛǘŜƳϧǎȅǎψƛŘҐртуōнтōпŎослōммлпŀфŎŘŎоммрлмомоŜ  

 
If you want a fire permit and live within the 50-60km zone you will need to contact Council and fees may 
apply. We are not allowed to issue permits in that area. 

 
When you get a permit you must notify RFS online at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify or if you don't have 
internet access, call the fire control centre 1300 643 262 (1300 MID COAST) and your neighbours at 
least 24 hours in advance of commencing the burn. Fines may apply if process not followed. 
 
Your local fire brigade needs new members to ensure emergency services remain available to the 
community of Telegraph Point. If this does not occur brigades from outside the area will need to step 
up and complete this role. If your brigade ceases to operate it will be very difficult to resurrect. 
If you would like to know more, contact Michael Black on 0427 080 522. 

 

Donations - Tax deductable 

 

Just a reminder that if you wish to donate to our brigade that all donations over $2 are tax deductable 
and a receipt will be issued.  If you wish to make a donation just give me a call or by simply dropping 
a few coins into the donation boxes at the Service Station, Riverview Tavern, Sport & Rec. Club and 
Ricardoes Tomatoes, if you cannot see them, just ask, every little bit helps. 
 

In an emergency call ñ000ò 

Please remember "000" is for emergencies only. 

Link below for Fire Plan 

MyFirePlan | How Fireproof is Your Plan  

https://nswrfsprod.service-now.com/guardian_csp?id=guardian_cat_item&sys_id=578b27b4c360b1104a9cdc311501313e
https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
https://www.myfireplan.com.au/
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TELE POINT CRAFT AND QUILTERS 

 
Meets every Tuesday of the month 
 at Telegraph Point Community Hall 

 
From 9:30am till 12:30pm. 
Cost $3.00 for hall hire 

Ú Bring along your current projects 
Ú All handicrafts welcome 

Everyone Welcome 

Enquiries 0400 908 277 

Advertise Your  
Business Here 

 

Funds from advertising assist with 
the on-going cost of  
insurance, rates,  

electricity, water and general 
 maintenance of the hall. 

 
Email -  

Telepointnews@gmail.com 
 
 

If you are interested in  
advertising in this space.  


